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MINNESOTA LIBRARY PROGRESS IN 1927 


No outstanding developments have taken place in Minnesota during 1927. 
Blackduck, Edgerton, Lake Crystal and LeSueur have been added to the list of tax- 
supported libraries, which now number 122. Libraries have been started by 
Women’s Clubs at Canby and Hallock, making a total of 40 Association libraries. 

In the matter of support, six libraries report losses through closing of banks, 
but on the other side of the ledger, five report increased appropriations. A decided 
increase in circulation is shown by comparing the statistical tables with those of last 
year. 

New buildings at South St. Paul and Duluth (Woodland Branch), extensive ad- 
ditions at Duluth (Main Library) and Eveleth, and improved equipment at Fergus 
Falls, Winnebago and other places indicate additional facilities for housing which 
were much needed. The new building at South St. Paul makes possible further ex- 
tension of the work in the county, and Ramsey County has added a book truck which 
gives better service to the county stations. 

Intensive improvement in many directions is not shown by statistical tables. 
Careful building up of book-collections, the development of reference work, re- 
arrangement of shelves and furniture for greater convenience, revising of records, 
which is constantly going forward, indicate that many libraries have a progressive 
program which is slowly but steadily bringing about more efficient library service. 
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*RECENT GARDEN BOOKS OF 
INTEREST 
By Ruth M. Hall, 
Technical Room, 
Minneapolis Public Library 


The author of Elizabeth and Her Ger- 
man Garden says in one of her books— 
“Any book I see advertised that treats of 
gardens, I... . desire to buy immedi- 
ately.”’ I truly suspect that every libra- 
rian who in the beginning possesses even 
a slight natural fondness for gardening 
and garden literature, will some day, if 
quite honest with herself, be obliged to 
confess to a state of mind similar to that 
of our garden friend just quoted, for there 
is certainly an undeniable and ever in- 
creasing fascination about garden litera- 
ture and no one knows and appreciates it 
better than the librarian who is constantly 
dealing with garden books and the gar- 
dening public. 

Happily for the librarian, the past year 
has brought forth some garden books that 
she eannot afford to do otherwise than 
consider buying immediately. 

Because of America’s ever increasing 
love and respect for Mrs. Francis King and 
the position she has come to hold in the 
hearts of the gardening world, we turn 
first, very naturally, to her two latest pub- 
lications. There is always so much defi- 


nite, practical information in Mrs. King’s 


books and the Beginner’s Garden which 
appeared late last spring is no exception 
to her well established rule. In her usual 
manner, she goes direct to the heart of 
matters which are uppermost in the 
thoughts of garden makers and as a re- 
sult, this little book contains a wealth of 
much prized material for the amateur. It 
is true that it lacks somewhat in conti- 
nuity, as the book is made up largely of 
articles which were written separately for 
magazine publication. This, however, in 
no way detracts from the true value of 
the book, for one finds each chapter a 
satisfactory and complete whole. Her 
other publication of the year, The Flower 
Garden Day by Day, is primarily a garden 
memorandum for the amateur’s daily use 
in following through his season’s garden 
work. There are helpful lists of suggested 
reading material at the end of each 
month’s program, as well as blank pages 
for the individual gardener’s observations. 
It is primarily a practical book for the indi- 
vidual owner rather than for the li- 
brary, yet the library which can afford to 
own it (and it is an inexpensive little 
book) will find it well worth their while 
to have on the shelves, for even the casual 
reader can gain much from its perusal. 
Mrs. King’s Little Garden Series, that 
interesting and valuable group of books, 
for the gardener with small grounds and 
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little money, has also received two very 
welcome additions the past year. Iris in 
the Little Garden by Mrs. Ella P. Me. 
Kinney, which appeared last month, fills 
a place long vacant in the material avail- 
able on iris growing for the amateur. Mrs. 
McKinney has made this line of garden- 
ing her specialty for years, and is recog- 
nized in this country as one of its fore- 
most authorities. Her brief one hundred 
pages are direct, practical and inspiring 
for those who would know iris culture at 
its best. 

A second book on iris growing which has 
appeared this season is also worthy of 
mention at this time, John C. Wister’s 
little volume entitled The Iris. It is one 
of the Farm and Garden Series published 
by the Orange Judd Company. While Mr. 
Wister’s position as President of the 
American Iris Society guarantees the ae- 
curacy of the statements which the book 
contains, yet the material is limited and 
somewhat superficial in comparison to that 
of Mrs. McKinney’s, and if there is a 
choice to be made between the two, Mrs. 
McKinney’s book even though = slightly 
more expensive is by far the best invest- 
ment. 

The second addition to the Little Garden 
Series which has appeared this year, 
treats of a subject that has already re- 
ceived much careful attention in garden 
literature. However, from the American 
amateur growers’ standpoint, G. A. 
Stevens’ Roses in the Little Garden is also 
very welcome. In Mrs. King’s own words 
“this little book contains all that is most 
essential in advice on roses for the ama- 
teur.’’ It is carefully adapted to use where 
there is little space or time in which to 
work, for Mr. Stevens’ gardening has all 
been accomplished in leisure hours. In 
Mrs. King’s estimation, “It contains not 
one unnecessary, vain or useless sentence.” 

At about the same time another volume 
in the Farm and Garden Series on Roses 
and Their Culture, by S. C. Hubbard, also 
appeared. Mr. Hubbard, however, lays no 
claim to comprehensiveness in his treat- 
ment of the subject, merely outlining the 
more important features of rose growing 
for the amateur; therefore, Mr. Stevens’ 
volume from the Little Garden _ Series, 
though more expensive, will without ques- 
tion be the lasting contribution. 

For the past year since the quarantine 
regulations on the importation of foreign 
bulbs have been adjusted, such bulbs as 
can again be imported have begun to ar- 
rive in this country. It is quite natural, 
therefore, that new literature on bulb gar- 
dening should be noticeable in the year’s 
publications. American material on bulb 
growing has always been limited and in- 
complete, therefore the two American pub- 
lications of the year, while not entirely 
satisfactory, are worthy of consideration. 

T. A. Weston’s Bulbs That Bloom in the 
Spring, a simple book of directions for the 











bulb grower which is a commendable effort, 
falls far short of being a complete work. 
The Book of Bulbs, by Frederick F. 
Rockwell, which has appeared still more 
recently through the Macmillan press, has 
come much nearer to meeting the needs 
of the American grower. His effort is 
thorough-going and the field he covers is 
proad. On the whole it is a useful and 
helpful contribution. 

However, as has always been the case 
in bulb growing, the contribution of real 
worth this year comes to us from an 
English authority, Sir James L. Cotter, in 
his publication, The Culture of Bulbs. 
This is a book of such value to the aver- 
age grower that critics have no hesita- 
tion in saying that it is indispensable to 
the American bulb grower and that no 
amateur having once made its acquaint- 
ance will be willine to do without its aid. 
The book is not inexpensive but the li- 
brarian whose bulb-growine literature is 
in demand, will do well to consider this 
volume carefully. 

Material on the cultivation of the gladi- 
olus in this country has been accumulating 
of recent years in a much more satisfactory 
way, and this year has brought forth the 
most important book of the group that 
has yet been written, The Gladiolus Book, 
by Forman T. McLean and two of his as- 
sociates. The book has been enthusiasti- 
cally welcomed and bids fair to be the 
standard reference work on gladiola for 
some years to come. Mr. McLean, who is 
connected with the Rhode Island Agricul- 
tural Experiment Station and is an expe- 
rienced grower as well, has given the book 
a thoroughly authoritative and _ scientific 
foundation. It, too, is an expensive publi- 
cation, but where material on gladiolus 
culture is in demand, it will represent the 
best possible expenditure of money. 

Recently the very evident tendency to- 
ward interest in wild flower gardening has 
been worthy of note. The increasing 
efforts of state and national organizations 
to protect wild flowers and to encourage 
their growth in private grounds, has re- 
sulted in a definite awakening of interest 
in this line of gardening. 

In response to this new call, Herbert 
Durand, a wild flower gardener of long 
experience, has come forward to speak 
with authority on the subject. His Tam- 
ing the Wildings, since its publication sev- 
eral years ago, has proved its worth con- 
Stantly in response to the wild flower 
srowers’ demands. So great has beén the 
interest displayed in this work of Mr. 
Durand’s that a second edition with added 
material, under the title Wild Flowers and 
Ferns, in Their Homes and in Our Gar- 
dens, has recently succeeded the first edi- 
tion. Mr. Durand’s second book, My Wild 
Flower Garden, has been completed within 
the last few months. Unlike his first 
volume, which is somewhat of a reference 
Manual, the second book is a simple but 


detailed description of the conversion of 
his own plot of ground into a wild flower 
garden. He gives special attention in this 
volume to elementary problems, describ- 
ing the remaking of soil and surroundings 
and the transplanting of each type of wild 
flower as he has introduced it. For the 
beginner this latest volume, because of its 
greater simplicity, will undoubtedly be a 
boon. Its very moderate price will also 
be a consideration worthy of note, to the 
library just beginning to find need for ma- 
terial on this type of gardening. 

Every librarian dealing with the garden- 
ing public has doubtless had moments of 
discouragement over the dearth of simple 
practical landscape gardening material of 
the type that answers explicitly the ques- 
tions that come from the man who is im- 
proving his own grounds. 

Fletcher Steele’s Design in the Little 
Garden and Arthur Jennings’ Complete 
Home Landscape, since their publication, 
have proved two of the most valuable aids 
of recent years in this respect. This year 
another book of very similar worth in the 
same practical way may be added to this 
group, The Design of Small Properties, 
by Myrl E. Bottomley. Mr. Bottomley, 
who is a landscape architect of long prac- 
tical experience, has confined himself quite 
carefully to the man of limited means in 
his discussion of planting designs and 
plans. The book is simply arranged and 
its usefulness much enhanced by a large 
number of carefully explained diagrams. 

Again, within the past few months, a 
second book of value in the same practi- 
cal way, Leonard H. Johnson’s Foundation 
Plantings, has come from the press. The 
question of what shrubs to plant about the 
house and the proper arrangement of 
these plantings, Mr. Johnson discusses in 
a thorough and comprehensive way. There 
are pages of suggested plantings carefully 
illustrated and diagramed, which suggest 
the solution of almost every simple prob- 
lem which is likely to arise. To the li- 
brarian who finds frequent need for practi- 
cal landscape gardening material, these 
two books of the year will prove a never- 
ending source of pleasure. 

In closing, it seems quite worth our 
while to spend a few moments on the 
most complete garden bibliography of the 
year. This bibljography, which was pre- 
pared by Mary ane a member of the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, has 
been attractively published in book form 
by the Society under the title, Garden 
Books, Old and New. An amateur gar- 
dener herself and a thorough student of 
garden literature, Miss Evans has gathered 
together a selection of such modern books 
as seem to her indispensable to the gar- 
dener and the garden lover. Her care- 
fully classified and annotated lists include 
every possible phase of gardening in which 
the amateur may be interested. Believ- 
ing that such a thoughtfully selected and 





arranged bibliography would fill a definite 
need, the Horticultural Society of Penn- 
sylvania has taken pleasure in publishing 
and recommending. this little volume. 


From the librarian’s viewpoint, as well as 
from that of the garden reader, this bibli- 
ography is worthy of a permanent place 
on every library garden-bookshelf. 
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Bottomley, Myr! E. The design of small 
properties. 1926. Macmillan. $3.00. 

Cotter, James L. (Sir) The culture of 
bulbs. Hutchinson. $2.55. 

Durand, Herbert. My wild flower garden. 
1927. Putnam. $2.50. 

Evans, Mary. Garden books, old and new. 
1926. Penn. Hort. Soc. $1.00. 

Hubbard, Samuel C. Roses and their cul- 
ture. 1926. Orange Judd. $1.25. 

Johnson, Leonard H. Foundation plant- 
ings. 1927. De La Mare. $3.50. 

King, Mrs. Francis. The beginner’s gar- 
den. 1927. Scribners. $2.00 

King, Mrs. Francis. The flower garden 
day by day. 1926. Stokes. $1.50. 

MeKinney, Ella P. Iris in the little gar- 
den. 1927. Little. $1.75. 

McLean, Forman T. The gladiolus book. 
1927. Doubleday. $5.00. 

Rockwell, Frederick F. Book of. 
1927. Macmillan. $3.00. 

Stevens, Glendon A. Roses in the little 
garden. 1926. Little. $1.75. 

Weston, Thomas A. Bulbs that bloom in 
the spring. 1926. De Le Mare. $1.75. 

Wister, John C. Theiris. 1927. Orange 
Judd. $1.25. 


bulbs. 





*METHODS OF WITHDRAWING BOOKS 
By Mrs. Hazel Halgrim, Librarian, 
Thief River Falls Public Library 


Occasionally some one asks us, how 
many books we have in our library, how 
many we circulate. We wonder why they 
do not sometimes inquire, how many un- 
used books we have. 

In most of our. libraries there is a gen- 
eral -lack of room. The shelves are 
crowded to their full visible capacity and 
then some. Space has a different value 
than it did a decade ago. We are facing 
the serious problem of how to keep on 
growing with no room for expansion. The 
word eliminate seems to fit in here. Asa 
good old Scandinavian friend would say 
“Tt is the onlyest thing to do.”’ In our re- 
marks we are only attempting to pass on 
a little information gained from our own 
experience in the smaller library. 

Suppose we consider what to eliminate, 
when and how. The unsightly books will 
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naturally come first. A hurried scanning 
of many of them may convince us that 
they are not worth the cost of repairs 
This is more than likely to be the case in 
the adult fiction if there has been no re- 
cent weeding out. These should be taken 
off at once with no thought of replacing, 
The badly soiled popular book is best dis- 
carded. Reprints, resewed or otherwise 
can be purchased for little more than the 
cost of rebinding and ‘the book is fresh 
and clean. Poor editions of standard ti- 
tles should be removed. Perhaps our very 
best books are unused because the print 
is small and poor. We favor being a bit 
extravagant here and replacing with the 
most attractive copies our money can buy. 
Books with missing pages, especially if 
they happen to be the first or last pages, 
should be discarded. Many old books 
of science and travel should be re- 
placed. Only the most authentic and up 
to date titles can be of service. We re- 
moved a book not so long ago with a 
copyright date of 1884. Its title was, 
‘“‘How to run a store.” 


In the children’s section because of the 
carefully prepared lists and the_ re-en- 
forced books most of us are using, the 
question is largely that of discarding worn 
out and soiled books. It is bad for the 
morale of the library and for the boys and 
girls who read them, to circulate books 
of this kind. Respect for public property 
can never be taught so long as we do this. 

Some books must be discarded beeause 
of contagion. We have an arrangement 
with our school nurse who notifies us of 
all known or suspected cases. No charge 
is made for these books if they must be 
destroyed as we feel that for the benefit 
of all, the city can well afford to replace 
them. 

Replace needed books promptly. 

Save the book cards for discarded books 
and those lost by borrowers, until the 
withdrawal records are made. Mark these 
discarded and make a note of the cause. 
Pictures, poems, stories or articles may 
be saved if useful for scrap books or ver- 
tical file. All library marks of identifica- 
tion should be removed and the _ book 
marked ‘‘discarded.”’ 

The final disposal of books is important. 
After they are carried to the basement, 
we go over them again. Some are con- 
signed to the furnace. The others are 
shelved in our store room either to be 
given away or sold for a small sum. The 
western stories will often bring ten or 
fifteen cents apiece. For an old copy of 
Robin Hood, a fine edition, but of no fur- 
ther use to us, we were offered fifty cents 
the other day. A battered little copy of 
Alice in Wonderland, very much in need 
of rebinding, but with a copyright date of 
1869, brought five dollars. That book 
did not happen to be in the basement how- 
ever. We removed it in order to sell it. 





Perhaps some of you have wondered 
how to dispose of duplicate books or sets 
not accessioned. We acquired a splendid 
set of Balzac from a private library and 
tried in vain to dispose of it to any ad- 
vantage, until this spring, when we wrote 
to the publisher and received an offer of 
50% more than the original price if we 
would exchange for other of their publica- 
tions. In this way we were able to add 
to our juvenile department about twenty 
new books. 

Each month we get the left over maga- 
zines from one of our news stands. Using 
what we can of these, we pass them out 
along with our own and donated discards, 
to country patrons and shut-ins. It gives 
us much joy to hear the gratitude ex- 
pressed by some of our basement cus- 
tomers as they depart with their arms full 
of old books and magazines. We wonder 
sometimes if this isn’t the most beneficial 
of any service we render. 

May is suggested as a good time for 
taking inventory. We have taken the fol- 
lowing from a bulletin compiled by Miss 
Wood in which she states very much more 
concisely than we could, the different steps 
in making a correct inventory. 

Put the shelves in order. 

Carry the shelf list to the shelves and 
read to the assistant, card by card, book 
number, author and title; have the assist- 
ant take the book from the shelf and read 
the accession number which the librarian 
cheeks lightly on the _ shelf list card. 
(Erase checks before next inventory). 

Search all possible files and places for 
missing books; charging tray, bindery file, 
closets, ete. 

Make a list of missing books and con- 
tinue the search during the year, drawing 
a line through the titles as found. Mark 
on the shelf list card:—-missing May— 
(the year the inventory is taken). Do not 
withdraw until the following year. 

Mark on the records all books missing 
the previous year which have not been 
found. 

Withdraw the books from the library 
records. List these in the withdrawal 
book, mark them withdrawn in the acces- 
sion book, giving the date. Cross off the 
accession number on the shelf list card if 
there is more than one copy; otherwise, 
withdraw the shelf list and catalog cards. 

Take the count for the year; the num- 
ber of volumes in the library July first, 
the number added by purchase and by 
gift. Subtract from the total the number 
withdrawn during the year. 

The resulting figures may not be all we 
could wish and it may take some courage 
and a few explanations at the time of the 
annual report. The inner consciousness 
that we have made way for more useful 
books and have raised the general stan- 
dard of our library, must be our reward. 


*MINNESOTA PUBLIC DOCUMENTS 


By Jacob Hodnefield, Head of Accessions 
Department, Minnesota Historical 
Society 

I—WHAT ARE THEY? 

The first question which arises in re- 
gard to state documents is one of defini- 
tion. State documents may be defined as 
all publications issued at the expense of 
the state. The publications of state insti- 
tutions and societies to which the state 
supplies funds, therefore, will be included. 

These state departments, institutions, 
and societies issue a large variety of publi- 
eations. They include administrative re- 
ports, surveys of accomplishments, recom- 
mendations, laws, rules, regulations, or- 
ders, instructions, legislative journals and 
reports, advertisements, maps, news, edu- 
cational publications, ete. 


IIl.—HOW TO SELECT. 


Most public libraries need not be con- 
cerned about the collection of state doc- 
uments for purposes of permanent preser- 
vation. It would be desirable if some li- 
braries were designated as depositories of 
state publications; but there is no method 
now whereby these documents may be dis- 
tributed systematically to libraries in the 
state. The public libraries, therefore, are 
free to select state documents in accord- 
ance with their own needs. Libraries 


should select them on the same basis as 
they select other publications—for present 


and prospective use. 

If publications of this kind ought to be 
used in a library, I think the librarian 
should get them and try to put them into 
circulation. The librarian is responsible 
for the selection of material, and no one 
else is in a position to know so well the 
needs of the library. 


IlIl.—WHAT TO SELECT. 

There are two lists which can be 
checked for Minnesota state publications: 
the Check list of Minnesota public docu- 
ments, published by the Minnesota Histor- 
ical Society, and the Monthly check-list of 
state publications, issued by the Library of 
Congress. The Check list of Minnesota 
public documents is more nearly complete 
and for that reason is the more desirable 
of the two for checking by Minnesota li- 
braries. This list has been published 
monthly or quarterly since July, 1923. A 
cumulated number covering the _ period 
July, 1923—-June, 1925, has been com- 
piled and published. It is the intention of 
the Minnesota Historical Society to make 
further cumulations of the list. Perhaps 
the next one will include four years, July, 
1925—June, 1929. 

Whichever list is used, it should be 
checked through regularly for desirable 
items regardless of what arrangements 
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may have been made for the receipt of 
certain series. 

All libraries will not be interested in the 
same material. They will want publica- 
tions of special interest to their com- 
munity or region. Some libraries’ will 
have a_ special interest in agriculture, 
others in forests, others in parks, ete. No 
general rule of checking or selection can 
be laid down, except the statement that 
each librarian must be responsible for get- 
ting the material that her library ought to 
have. 

A public library should try to get the 
name of the library on the mailing list for 
series of interest, if mailing lists exist. 
Since the state is so largely agricultural, it 
is reasonable to suppose that most of the 
libraries will want to keep files of agri- 
eultural series. I suggest the following as 
desirable: Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion Bulletin, Department of Agriculture 
Bulletin, University of Minnesota Depart- 
ment of Agriculture Extension Division 
Circular and Special Bulletin. In addi- 
tion to these, most libraries will want to 
keep the Check List of Minnesota public 
documents. Many will want Minnesota 
history. 

There are certain publications issued by 
the state at intervals for which no mailing 
lists exist, at least no mailing lists that 
would include public libraries. It is ne- 
cessary, therefore, to write for these pub- 
lications whenever new numbers’ or 
volumes appear. I suggest the following 
as desirable for most public libraries; 
Legislative Manual, Governor’s Message, 
Election Laws, Rules and Premium List 
of the State Fair, Highway Laws, Hunting 
Laws, Highway Department Map, Rail- 
road and Warehouse Commission Map, 
Catalog of nearest Teachers College, Gen- 
eral Information Bulletin of the Univer- 
sity. 

Interesting publications may appear in 
any department, and no substitute can be 
offered for a regular checking of the en- 
tire list. They may be looked for es- 
pecially under the following departments 
and_ institutions: Agricultural Society 
(State Fair), Auditor, Board of Control, 
Board of Health, Dairy and Food Depart- 
ment, Department of Education, Highway 
Department, Horticultural Society, Legis- 
lature, Rural Credit Bureau, Secretary of 
State, Tax Commission, and the University 
of Minnesota. 

Under the University of Minnesota you 
will want to check the general bulletin 
series in which are listed many valuable 
studies and other publications of interest. 
Under the Department of Agriculture, the 
Crookston series of bulletins are worth 
checking. Many separate pamphlets may 
be desirable, and all series should be 
looked over. 


IV.—HOW TO GET THEM. 


Minnesota does not have any central 
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distributing agency for its publications 
and no office through which you can get 
all of them. It is necessary, therefore, to 
write directly to the departments for their 
publications. In the Check list of Minne- 
sota public documents the address is St. 
Paul unless otherwise stated. 

Write courteous letters. Persist. 

Not all publications are free. Publica- 
tions that are not available for free dis- 
tribution are marked with a 7, as a rule, 
in the Check list. It may not be neces- 
sary in all cases to pay for books that are 
so marked. Libraries will be favored 
above individuals, as a rule, if there are 
copies to spare. Various ways may sug- 
gest themselves to a librarian for obtain- 
ing these publications. However, some 
books must be _ purchased. Information 
concerning these may be obtained from 
the publishing departments from whom 
also they must be ordered. 


V.—HOW TO HANDLE. 


I shall not take up the question of 
cataloging in libraries where full catalog- 
ing can be done. Rather I shall make a 
few suggestions in regard to handling 
where cataloging can not be done. 

Of course, any library will want to 
catalog a valuable book, such as Folwell’s 


History of Minnesota, or the two volumes 
of the War Records Commission, even 


though they are classed as state publica- 


tions. But as regards the great quantity 
of departmental reports and bulletins, as 
well as separate pamphlets, the simplest 
way is to arrange the material alphabeti- 
cally by departments and file all bulletins 
and reports serially and chronologically 
under the departments, followed by sep- 
arates in alphabetic order. As each de- 
partment issues publications relating to its 
own field of work, the publications will 
be grouped roughly by subjects. 

In deciding upon the details of the ar- 
rangement, the librarian will have to de- 
termine the exact order. The Check list 
may be used as a guide, but it need not 
be followed in all cases, as a library may 
prefer to have related subjects together,— 
all agricultural publications together 
under Agriculture, all laws under Laws, 
ete. 

A librarian could easily work out a 
simple classification scheme, if she had 
time and inclination, by using letters to 
designate the departments. This would 
afford a system of filing similar to the one 
in use for United States government docu- 
ments. 

Bulletins, reports and other serials 
should be checked in on cards as received, 
following the system used in the library 
for other serials. These cards should be 
marked to indicate location, and the pub- 
lications should be marked when checked 
in. The shelves should be marked with 
name of department or symbol. The 
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Check list could be marked for items re- 
ceived, if time allows, which would make 
it more useful as a reference tool. The 
Check list can be used as an index and 
guide. 

The state publications thus handled will 
be accessible and available. Their use 
may require more thought and more 
searching than will be required in the use 
of cataloged books, but not more than are 
expected of the average librarian. 
vVI—HOW TO PUT INTO CIRCULATION. 

Most libraries have some method of call- 
ing attention to new acquisitions; it may 
be by means of window displays, columns 
in a newspaper, etc. The librarian of the 
average public library is under no obliga- 
tion to give state documents any prefer- 
ence over other books. But the librarian 
should give state publications publicity on 
the same basis as other books—the needs 
of the community. It is incumbent upon 
her to use good judgment in regard to 
books given publicity. Many readers look 
upon public libraries, in the main, as dis- 
tributors of fiction, and some librarians in- 
cline to the same position. But the library 
should try to fill the real needs of the 
community and offer a progressively better 
service. There are certain things that are 
vital to any community; and the library 
need not apologize if it enters every vital 
field. Food, clothing, and shelter are in- 
escapable realities with which every com- 
munity is contending. Real assistance in 
the solution of these vital problems will 
not be ignored by the patrons of any li- 
brary. 

The librarian should use good judgment 
in deciding what things are important. 
And she will not be censured, but rather 
commended, if she gives state documents 
their rightful place in the company of 
books that she offers to her public. 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The Executive Board of the American 
Library Association at the Midwinter 
Meetings in Chicago selected West Baden, 
Indiana, as the meeting place for the next 
annual conference, to be held May 28-June 
2, 1928. 

The programs for the general sessions 
are chiefly designed to present a compre- 
hensive view of the policies and activities 
of the Association as now carried on 
through its executive officers and commit- 
tees, as well as of certain movements or 
tendencies in the library field itself. They 
will deal with broad outlines and princi- 
ples rather than with details and prac- 
tices. 


Hotels. A. L. A. Headquarters will be 


at the West Baden Springs Hotel. All res- 
ervations for the West Baden Springs or 
the Homestead Hotels should be addressed 
to the West Baden Springs Hotel. 
for 


Reser- 


vations French Lick Springs Hotel 


should be made directly with that hotel. 
When making reservations, be sure to in- 
dicate that you are attending the A. L. A. 
Conference, so that you will get the spe- 
cial conference rates. 

West Baden Springs Hotel and French 


Lick Springs Hotel, American plan: Rates 
from $7 to $10 per day. 
Homestead Hotel, European plan: 


Rooms $1.50-$2.50 per day, single; $2.50- 
$4.50 double. 

Travel. Railroads have granted a fare- 
and-one-half convention rate to West 
Baden for the Conference. Tickets are on 
sale from May 24 or 25 to May 30, and 
will bear a return limit to point of depar- 
ture of June 8. 


One Round Lower 
way trip berth 
Minneapolis ....24.67 37.01 7.50 
A | 24.28 36.42 7.50 


The Midwinter Meetings of the A. L. A., 
held at the Drake Hotel in Chicago, De- 
cember 29-31, were attended by 401 per- 
sons. 

Two Council meetings were held, open 
to all members. In addition to reports of 
committees, a letter from Mr. John Cotton 
Dana criticizing some of the recent activi- 
ties of the A. L. A. was read. After some 
discussion, it was voted that a _ special 
committee be appointed to study and re- 
port on the matters brought up in Mr. 
Dana’s communication. : 

Various committees and groups held 
one or more sessions for discussion of 
their particular problems. 

Minnesota librarians are well repre- 
sented on the A. L. A. committees, of 
which there are 64 all told. 

Mr. Walter of the University Library is 
a member of the Executive Board, and is 
also chairman of the Committee on Book 
Production and a member of the Commit- 
tee on the Oberly Memorial Fund. Miss 
Wood is chairman of the Education Com- 
mittee, and is also a member of the Com- 
mittee on Cooperation with National Con- 
gress of Parents and Teachers, and of the 
Curriculum Study Advisory Committee. 
Other members of the Education Commit- 
tee are Mary A. Tawney, Minneapolis Pub- 
lic Library, Alma Penrose, St. Cloud Pub- 
lie Tibrary and Mildred L. Batchelder, St. 
Cloud Teachers College. Perrie Jones is 
chairman of the Hospital Libraries Com- 
mittee, and other members of this com- 
mittee are Miss Carey and Miss Hickman. 
Miss Carey is also a member of the Com- 
mittee on Institution Libraries. 

Miss Berrv of the Hennepin County Li- 
brary is chairman of the County Libraries 
Section and also a member of the Com- 
mittee on Cooperation with the National 
Council of Parents and Teachers. 

Miss Baldwin is secretary of the League 
of Library Commissions. 


Other committee appointments from 
Minnesota are: Civil Service Relations, 
Webster Wheelock, St. Paul; Library 


Revenues, Margaret R. Greer, Central H. 

















S. Minneapolis; Membership, Harold G. 
Russell, University Library; Moving Pic- 
tures and the Library, Edah F. Burnett, 
St. Paul; Katharine Patten, Minneapolis; 
Publicity, Ruth Rosholt, Minneapolis; Re- 
cruiting for Library Service, Ruth Rosh- 
olt, Minneapolis; Sister Marie Cecilia, Col- 
lege of St. Catherine; Schemes of Library 
Service, Gratia A. Countryman, Minne- 
apolis. 





SUMMER LIBRARY COURSES 


The University of Minnesota announces 
the following courses in library training 
to be given during the first half of the 
summer session (June 18-July 28) in the 
College of Science, Literature and Arts: 

Library Administration, 2 credits, Miss 

Greer 

Cataloging, 3 credits, Miss Penrose 

Selection of Books, 3 credits, Miss Greer 

Reference, 3 credits, Miss Penrose. 

The Instructors will be Miss Alma M. 
Penrose, B. L. S., Librarian, St. Cloud 
Public Library; Miss Margaret R. Greer, 
B. A., B. S., Librarian Central High 
School, Minneapolis. Lecturers scheduled 
for extra talks are Mr. Walter, Miss Fir- 
kins and Mr. Russell of the University Li- 
brary, and Miss Baldwin and Miss Wood 
of the Library Division. 

Credit for the work is given only to 
those who have already completed two 
years of study of collegiate grade; in 
other words the courses are of senior col- 
lege rank, open to juniors or above. Non- 
credit students who hold library positions 
are accepted when approved by the State 
Department of Education. Such students 
should make application to the Depart- 
ment as soon as possible. 

Certification. The satisfactory comple- 
tion of these courses fulfills the require- 
ments for the library endorsement re- 
quired, September 1928, of part time or 
teacher-librarians in senior and four year 
high schools, and counts toward the cer- 
tificate required for full-time school libra- 
rians. 

Registration begins June 15, classes 
open June 18, and the school closes July 
28. No library courses will be offered in 
the second half of the summer session. A 
special bulletin of information is in press. 


LIBRARY INSTITUTE 


An institute on the problems of school 
library administration will be held at the 
University, from July 9 to 21, immediately 
following the convention of the National 
Education Association. In its arrangement 
the University cooperates with the Amer- 
ican Library Association, and the Associa- 
tion of Elementary School Principals, 
which requested the institute. There will 


be addresses and round table discussions. 
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MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


According to the vote of the association 
at the November meeting, it was decided 
to hold a joint meeting with the North 
Dakota Library Association in Moorhead 
and Fargo. The date has not yet been 
determined, but will probably be October 
10-12. 

It has been suggested that one session 
be given over to the Lending Section or- 
ganized at St. Paul, and that a round 
table on Publicity be held, with reports of 
successes or failures. It is hoped that Dr, 
George H. Locke, librarian of Toronto, 
president of the A. L. A. in 1926-27, may 
be secured as the chief speaker. 

A meeting of the executive board will 
be held in Fargo on April 16th. 





LAKE REGION LIBRARY CLUB 


The Lake Region Library Club will meet 
in Anoka, May 10-11. 

A talk on Modern Poetry will be given 
by Mrs. Salter, and some of the country 
patrons of the library will tell what the 
library means to them. 





TWIN CITY LIBRARY CLUB 


The fall meeting of the Twin City Li- 
brary Club for 1927 was held Thursday 
evening, October 13 at the Essler Tea 
Room in Minneapolis. Lighted candles on 
the tables added to the enjoyment of all 
who were present. More than 160 people 
attended this meeting. 

Mr. Osear Firkins spoke to the club on 
the subject of the Stage and its settings. 

A short business meeting was _ held. 
The reading of the minutes for the last 
meeting was dispensed with, as they had 
been published in Minnesota Library Notes 
and News, but the following treasurer’s 
report was read: 





Balance on hand May 1, 1927... .$32.74 
era ee eee en ee .82 
Amount collected from dues...... 51.00 
i) ree. 
Expenditures 

Expenses for the club meetings in 
PIED x: & pct: vik, wid 5ca 8s) es tia 
Flowers for Dr. Hosmer’s funeral.. 5.00 
$68.65 
Balance on hand Oct. 13.........$15.91 
Reed Oct. 13 oe GUOs. .c on cccckus 1.00 
Di CNR ni his oes ae eo ee $16.91 


Miss Hutchinson of the Minneapolis 
Public Library gave the report of the 
nominating committee which was as fol- 
lows: 

President—Louise Encking, Minneapolis 
Public Library; Vice-President — Ruth 
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Wright, James J. Hill Reference Library; 
Secretary-Treasurer—Elsa Nordin, Minne- 
sota Historical Society Library. ; 

The report was accepted and a unani- 
mous ballot was cast for these officers. 

Miss Harriet Wood and Miss Myra Buell 
told of the plans of the Hospitality Com- 
mittee in preparation for the meeting of 
the Minnesota Library Association. 

Miss Encking, the newly elected presi- 
dent, spoke a few words before the meet- 
ing adjourned. 

: GAIL STAHL, 

Secretary. 





TWIN CITY CATALOGERS’ ROUND 
TABLE 


A meeting of the Twin City Catalogers’ 
Round Table was held at the Yellow Lan- 
tern tea room, Minneapolis, on Feb. 10, 
1928. Following the dinner a short busi- 
ness session was held after which Miss 
Edna L. Goss, of the University of Minne- 
sota library, gave a report on Dr. G. A. 
Works’ recent book ‘‘College and univer- 
sity problems.’’ Miss Goss brought out 
many important and interesting features 
of the report but dwelt especially on the 
chapter which discusses the Status of the 
professional] staff. 

The next meeting of the group is to be 
held in Minneapolis during the month of 
May. 

; SARAH LAWSON, 

Secretary. 





MOORHEAD-FARGO LIBRARY CLUB 


The librarians of Moorhead and Fargo 
have organized a library club. A dinner 
meeting was held recently at Moorhead 
Teachers College. Fourteen librarians and 
three trustees were present. Harriet Pear- 
son, reference librarian of the N. D. Agri- 
cultural College, Fargo, who is president 
of the North Dakota Library Association 
outlined plans for the joint meeting next 
fall, and there was full discussion of 
places of meeting, possible speakers, mu- 
sic, ete. At the March meeting, local com- 
mittees will be appointed. The club plans 
to hold monthly meetings, and the pro- 
gram will include book reviews by mem- 
bers of the club and suggestive lists. 





INDEX TO LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 


The index for volume 8 of Library Notes 
and News, covering the years 1925-1927, 
has been prepared, and will be sent to all 
libraries on the exchange list, and to pub- 
lic and school libraries which have pre- 
served their files for reference upon re- 
quest. Please drop us a card if you desire 
the index. 








CHILDREN’S READING 


Children’s Reading, by Frances Jenkins 
Olcott, which was first published in 1912, 
has been issued in a thoroughly revised 
and enlarged edition. A new chapter on 
Some recent tendencies discusses the im- 
press of twentieth-century thought and 
life upon recent books for boys and girls, 
and warns against—‘‘the tons of low- 
priced, sensational stuff, garishly covered 
and colored, which are annually sold over 
the counters to mothers, and to boys and 
girls also.””’ She might have added that 
some of them find their way into our pub- 
lic libraries, as some recent lists of books 
added have shown. 

We no longer have the problem of 
nickel and dime novels, ‘‘but many of 
their titles are being issued in higher- 
priced forms. Today the new and popu- 
lar type of wildly improbable story is 
about boys with motor cars, aeroplanes, 
radios, and marvelous inventions; about 
Boy and Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls and 
their strange doings. There are, of course, 
many excellent Scout and Camp Fire 
stories, which should not be confused with 
the trashy tales that weaken the reading 
taste.” 

With the many fine books published for 
children today, and the many authorita- 
tive recommended lists, is there any ex- 
cuse for buying these mediocre series? 
Standards for purchase are set for school 
libraries, and the public libraries should 
maintain an equally high standard. 


A recent list brought to our attention 
includes numerous titles of such books not 
one of which was to be found on the Chil- 
dren’s Catalog of 4100 titles. 


For the basic collection in the small 
public library, use the First Three Hun- 
dred Books for the Children’s Library, 
chosen by Clara W. Hunt, and recently 
reprinted in a second edition, revised by 
the University of the State of New York. 
Supplement this by the Minnesota List for 
Elementary Schools (equally good for pub- 
lic libraries) the A. L. A. lists, and for 
larger collections the Children’s Catalog, 
published by the H. W. Wilson Co. 





LIBRARY AIDS 


Periodicals for the Small Library, in 
this fifth edition, has been entirely rewrit- 
ten by Frank K. Walter, Librarian, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. The preface states 
that ‘‘all inclusions or omissions of titles 
are based on the votes of two hundred 
twelve collaborating library workers in or 
interested in many kinds of small libra- 
ries.’’ The periodical problem as to the 
reference use and circulation of maga- 
zines, their binding, subscriptions and pe- 
riodical sets is discussed and many valu- 
able suggestions made which will be help- 

















ful to librarians. The magazines are ar- 
ranged alphabetically in a suggested list 
of 30 pages, followed by a group of titles 
for first choice, suggested first titles for 
small Canadian libraries, special classes of 
periodicals, a discussion of newspapers in 
the library, periodical indexes and their 
use, ending with a list of library period- 
icals. Librarians of small libraries, espe- 
cially, where the selection and care of 
magazines is such a vexing question, will 
appreciate reading this book. It may be 
purchased from the American Library As- 
sociation for $.65 in paper, $.90 in cloth. 


The Trustee and His Library is listed 
at $.40, with special prices in quantity. 
A ‘Meaty’ discussion, pertinent and 
friendly’, this is a little booklet which 
many libraries are placing in the hands of 
their library boards. It takes up the or- 
ganization of the library board, the qualifi- 
cations and responsibilities of trustees, the 
selection of the librarian and the assist- 
ants, and the various phases of the li- 
brary’s activities. 

Planning the School Library has been 
revised in 1927. Twelve copies are $.50. 
The location of the school library, its 
equipment and sources for advice are 
given, with diagrams of a simple charging 


desk, wall shelving and a model high 
school library plan. 
College and University Library Prob- 


lems is a study of a selected group of in- 
stitutions prepared for the Association of 
American Universities, by George Alan 
Works. Free distribution of this study is 
limited. Since the demands made upon 
the college and university library were un- 
known twenty-five years ago, this study 
was made to discover if the library has 
been able to keep up with these demands, 
if it has enjoyed increased support, and if 
its future has been carefully considered in 
the administration of the university. Up- 
on the facts discovered, the persons who 
participated in the study hope for a better 


understanding of the university library 
and its function. 
Simple Library Cataloging, by Susan 


Grey Akers, is intended to give the libra- 
rian ‘‘who lacks professional education 
and experience under expert guidance, the 
necessary directions for  accessioning, 
classifying, and cataloging a collection of 
printed material. An effort has been 
made to avoid many of the _ technical 
terms commonly used, to define those 
which are used to state the necessary rules 
clearly and simply and briefly as possible.” 





BOOKS OFFERED 
National Education Association. Ad- 
dresses and proceedings, 1901, 1902, 1903, 
1904, 1905, 1909, 1911, 1914. Free to 


any library. 
EDITH E. H. GRANNIS, Librarian, 
St. Cloud Teachers College. 
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RECENT BOOKS OF MERIT 


These are some of the newer 
which librarians of small libraries 


books 
will 
want to look over and possibly purchase 


for their collections. Any of them may be 
borrowed from the Library Division. 
Non-Fiction 


Groves, Ernest Rutherford and Groves, 
Gladys Hoagland. Wholesome marriage, 


Houghton, 1927, 2.00. 173 
“A sensible discussion of various aspects 
of marriage and home-making, by the au- 


thors of Wholesome Childhood. 
any library.’—Wisconsin Library 


Good for 
Bulletin. 
Chase, Stuart and Schlink, Frederick John. 
Your money’s worth. Macmillan, 1927, 
2.00. 330 
“A startling revelation of the conditions 
of modern merchandising and advertising” 
which seeks to distinguish between real 
worth and the fraudulent statements about 
many of the articles we all buy everyday. 
Morrison, Charles Clayton. Outlawry of 
war. Willett, Clark and Colby, 440 
South Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois, 


1927, 3.00. 340 

“Addressed particularly to peace advo- 
cates and is intended to unite them behind 
this plan as the most feasible method for 
ending war. Of interest to all people who 
have faith that permanent international 
peace is a human possibility.’’-—W isconsin 


Library Bulletin. 


Fowler, Francis George and Fowler, Henry 
Watson, comps. Pocket Oxford diction- 
ary of current English; American edi- 
tion, revised by George Van Santvoord. 
Oxford University Press, 1927, 2.00 420 
An excellent small dictionary for _ per- 

sonal and desk use and one that should be 

very useful in the small library. 


Brown, Clara M. and others. Clothing 
construction. Ginn, 1927, 1.72. 640 
Simple directions, many graphic illustra- 


tions of the elements of dress making make 


this book a good purchase for small libra- 
ries since it will not readily become out-of- 
date. 


The story of 
Norton, 1927, 


Tallmadge, Thomas Eddy. 
architecture in America. 
3.50. 720 
“The author writes in an _ ingratiating 

manner, describing the progress of American 

architecture from its beginnings in the co- 
lonial timber house of tlie seventeenth cen- 
tury to the modern skyscraper.”—Booklist. 

Gerwig, Henrietta, ed. Crowell’s hand- 
book for readers and writers. Crowell, 
1925, 3.50. 803 
Attention is called to this inexpensive dic- 

tionary of “famous characters and plots in 

legend, fiction, drama, opera and poetry, to- 

gether with dates and principal works of im- 


portant authors, literary and _ journalistic 
terms and familiar allusions.’’-—Preface. An 
excellent handbook for use in small libra- 
ries. 
Auslander, Joseph and Hill, F. E. The 
winged horse. Doubleday, 1927, 3.50. 
809 
Every library should own this splendid 


story of poetry and its part in the everyday 
life of people since time began. Just the 
book to place in the hands of older boys and 
girls as well as every adult. 
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Rittenhouse, Jessie Bell, ed. The third 
book of modern verse. Houghton, 1927. 
2.00. 811.08 
“A wide selection of modern poetry repre- 

senting the most noteworthy work of Amer- 

jean poets since 1919.’—Booklist. 

Seabrook, William Buehler. Adventures 
in Arabia. Harcourt, 1927, 3.00. 915 
A really fascinating and engaging book 

of travel. 

Amundsen, Roald Engelbrogt Gravning. 
My life as an explorer. Doubleday, 
1927, 3.50. 921 
“The interesting adventures of this in- 

trepid explorer. .. . He believes Stefansson’s 

theory that an Arctic explorer can live off 
the land to be both misleading and dan- 
gerous.”—Booklist. 

Arliss, George. Up the years from Blooms- 
bury. Little, 1927, 4.00. 921 
Delightful in its humor, simplicity and in- 

terest, the great actor relates the many in- 

cidents of his life upon the stage. 

Burnett, Vivian. The romantic lady. 
Scribner, 1927, 3.50. 921 
“Mrs. Burnett’s son writes agreeably, 

altho somewhat sentimentally, the story of 

his mother’s life.”—Booklist. 

Morrow, Mrs, Honoré (McCue) Willsie. 
The father of little women. Little, 
1927, 3.00. 921 
Another interesting addition to your bi- 

ography shelves. 


Thoreau, Henry David. Heart of Tho- 
reau’s journals, edited by Odell Shep- 
ard. Houghton, 1927, 3.00. 921 
“This book has been compiled in the be- 

lief that Thoreau was all his life less a nat- 

uralist than a thinker and writer and that 
he should be read primarily as a man of 
letters. . . .”—Preface. 

Adams, Randolph Greenfield. Gateway to 
American history. Little, 1927, 3.00. 973 
A fascinating book to put in the hands of 

older children and adults, since the chapters 

are descriptive of the many illustrations 

drawn from old books and maps of the pe- 

riod. An excellent book for all libraries. 
Fiction 

Bill, Alfred Hoyt. Alas, poor Yorick. Lit- 
tle, 1927, 2.50. 

“Three episodes which recreate with more 
than average skill the personality of Lau- 
rence Sterne.”—Booklist. 

Brill, Ethel Claire. Red River trail. Ma- 
crae Smith, 1927, 1.75. 

A story of an adventurous journey taken 
by two boys through Minnesota, in 1823. The 
historical background is interestingly han- 
dled, and the story is well told and exciting 
as well as probable.—Booklist. 

Cannon, Cornelia James. Red rust.  Lit- 
tie, 1928, 2.50. 

_ The son of a Swedish immigrant farmer 

in Minnesota conceives the idea of producing 

a grade of superior wheat. 

Clay, Robert Keating. By night. Lippin- 
cott, 1927, 2.00. 

This is an exceptionally good detective 
story, with excellent characterization and a 
well-developed background, as reported by 
the Minneapolis Public Library. 

Cooper, Elizabeth Goodnow. My lady of 
the Indian purdah. Stokes, 1927, 2.50. 


“The exquisite beauty of Natara, a Hindu 








princess, permeates this tale of love and sor- 
row in a royal harem.’’—Booklist. 
Davis, William Stearns. Gilman of Red- 

ford. Macmillan, 1927, 2.50. 

“An excellent historical novel which 
traces the stirring events in Boston and 
Massachusetts during the year which pre- 
ceded the actual outbreak of the Revolu- 
tion.’”—New York High School List. 


DeFord, Alice. Singing river. 

1927, 2.50. 

“A thoroughly readable story of New 
England country life—quiet, wholesome, old 
fashioned and somewhat sentimental.”— 
Booklist. 


Deledda, Grazia. The mother. 
lan, 1923, 2.00. 

This is probably the book which brought 
the 1926 Nobel prize to its author, a Sar- 
dinian woman. It is the tragic story of a 
young priest and his mother, told with re- 
straint, beauty and power. 
Hagedorn, Hermann. 

Harper, 1927, 2.00. 

A colorful novel of the Spanish war. 
Hurst, Fannie. <A president is born. Har- 

per, 1928, 2.50. 

“The president of the story takes office 
somewhere around 1950—while the story it- 
self is of his early life on a middle western 
farm.”—Wisconsin Library Bulletin. Free 
from the intricacies of style characteristic 
of some of Fannie Hurst’s stories. 

Lagerlif, Selma Ottiliana Lovisa.. Char- 
lotte Lowenskgld. Doubleday, 1927, 
2.50. 

“Selma Lagerlof has written no more de- 
lightful story than this one of high-spirited 
Charlotte.” 

Suckow, Ruth. The 
Knopf, 1927, 2.50. 
The simple annals of a minister’s family, 

the fortunes of the various children and the 

“escape” of the daughter when it is perhaps 

too late. 

Swinnerton, Frank Arthur. The casement. 
Doran, 1927, 2.50. 

A charmingly humorous character study 
in an English setting. 

Wilder, Thornton Niven. Bridge of San 
Luis Rey. Boni, 1927, 2.50. 

“An original and_ distinguished novel 
beautifully conceived and written in fine 
prose.” Enthusiastically recommended for 
all libraries. 


Little, 


Macmil- 


Rough riders. 


Bonney family. 





TRAVELING LIBRARY NOTES 


The annual Traveling Library exhibit, 
during the Farmers’ and Homemakers’ 
Short Course at the University Farm in 
January, proved more successful than in 
previous years. More people came to look 
over the exhibit, more questions were 
answered, more requests for books were 
taken and a greater general interest shown 
than heretofore. During the week, Miss 
Baldwin spoke on Rural Library Service 
at one of the conferences on Rural Com- 
munity Activities, and Miss Wood gave a 
talk on Magazines for the Family, before 
the Home-makers’ group. 

This year we featured a special exhibit 
of books on farming, adapted to Minne- 














sota conditions. The Fifty Books for 
Farmers list, published by the American 
Library Association, was revised by the 
faculty at the University and by the State 
Supervisor of Agriculture Education. An 
excellent group of the newest and best 
books for Minnesota farmers was the re- 
sult. Mimeographed copies were given 
out at one of the general meetings and 
the evidence that the books were popular 
and helpful is our list of reserves—almost 
like that of the latest fiction! A farmer 
who wished to improve his soils, a dairy- 
man who wanted to learn about pasteuriz- 
ing milk, a beginner in beekeeping, a wo- 
man whose husband wanted to know how 
to eare for his gasoline pumps in winter 
and many housewives and mothers inter- 
ested in meal planning, dress-making, 
child care and their children’s reading 
found help in the books on display. A 
practical and interesting result of borrow- 
ing one of our new books on poultry was 
written to us by a young man who learned 
how best to groom his fowls for a nearby 
poultry show, carrying off three first prizes 
thereby! We shall be glad to send a copy 
of this agricultural list to librarians who 
wish it as a checking or buying list. 

Another group of books we displayed 
at the Short Course is one which we hope 
many librarians will wish to borrow from 
the Traveling Library. Knowing the diffi- 
culty of choosing suitable editions of 
books, we have gathered together as in- 
teresting examples of comparison about 
twenty-four editions of Mother Goose—big 
and little, expensive and inexpensive, with 
various illustrators represented. We also 
chose a single standard title—-Treasure 
Island—and have made a group of a dozen 
editions of it. We hope librarians will 
borrow these books for display in their 
publie and school] libraries, when they give 
talks to various clubs and at many other 
times when they will want to emphasize 
the care necessary in choosing books for 
children, especially, by referring to these 
two groups as examples. These books will 
be sent to librarians in the order of re- 
ceipt of requests. 

Speaking of exhibits, we have recently 
sent out two hundred pictures as an art 
exhibit in a town where these copies of 
famous paintings will be displayed in the 
school, not only for the children but for 
the general public. Since September about 
three thousand pictures have been mailed 
to teachers, librarians and club women in 
many different parts of the state. The fol- 
lowing letter from one teacher in northern 
Minnesota will show the interesting and 
intelligent use of one of these picture 
groups in her school: ‘The collection of 
Ancient History pictures I received from 
your library a short time ago served me 
well in many different ways. The Grecian 


buildings were studied by the pupils for 
making plasticene models of the Doric, 
Ionic, 


and Corinthian columns. Due to 








lack of reference material in Ancient His- 
tory, the pictures proved invaluable for 
comparison with modern buildings, such 
as the Old Library at the University of 
Minnesota and the Capitol in St. Paul, 
which are found in the Legislative Man- 
uals. None of the students had traveled 
beyond the city of Virginia, so it was im- 
possible to take buildings within their 
experience. These pictures are particu- 
larly good for rural schools which are too 
far from museums and which cannot afford 
slides. This latter point my pupils men- 
tioned to me, which I can readily see, 
Outside the history class they were used 
as background for story-telling.’’ 

We like to pass on letters such as the 
following which help to give us all an in- 
sight into the enjoyment and appreciation 
of books in the remoter parts of the state: 
“The traveling library you shipped us in 
October helped to while away many hours. 
The books are kept here at the Govern- 
ment Building which is centrally located 
for everyone. There are no regular hours 
as the readers are one’s neighbors who 
drop in at any time. There is a_ small 
group of white families in the immediate 
vicinity of Grand Portage. They are for 


the most part engaged in farming and 
fishing. They have all moved in here in 


the last few years since this country has 
been opened up and have been accustomed 
to library facilities. All are making use 
of the library. The rest of the population 
is Indian. Very few of the older Indians 
read books. Some of them read the pa- 
pers and magazines. The children are 
quite eager to read and are getting to be 
very good about taking care of the books. 
Perhaps by next year we can avail our- 
selves of a traveling library for children.” 

How many libraries, in the smaller 
towns where there are both a public and 
a school library, have combined in the pur- 
chase of the Reader’s Guide? This would 
seem a very desirable way to share the ex- 
pense and usefulness of the Reader’s 
Guide, making the magazines (which 
themselves should also be purchased in 
cooperation to prevent unnecessary dupli- 
cation) available to the fullest extent. Dur- 
ing the summer vacation, the Reader’s 
Guide could be moved to the public li- 
brary. 

Three books for the smallest children 
have been included in the January list of 
International Mind Alcove books: 
Seabrook, W. B. Adventures in Arabia. 
Reeves, Pember. New Zealand. 
Heathcote, Dudley. Sweden. 


Jackh, Ernst. The new Germany. 
These are the books for the children: 

Nevill, E. M. Ah Fu (China). 

McDonald, E. B. and Dalrymple, J. 
in Canada. 

Bates, Katherine Lee. In sunny Spain. 

Barnard, W. E. Kembo (Africa). 

Spriggs, E. R. The three camels (India). 
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Some of the new books added to the 
open shelf collection are: 
Fiction 
Bennett, Enoch Arnold. The vanguard. 
Erskine, John. Adam and Eve. 
Farnol, Jeffery. Quest of youth. 
Poole, Ernest. Silent storms. 
Tomlinson, H. M. Gallion’s reach. 
Wright, Willard Huntington. Great detec- 
tive stories. 
Non-Fiction 
Aubry, G. Jean. Joseph Conrad, life and 
letters. 2v. 
Barton, Bruce. What can a man believe. 
Cullen, Countee. Caroling dusk. 
Fisher, Mrs. Dorothea Frances Canfield. 
Why stop learning? 
Horn, Alfred Aloysius, pseud. 
Horn. 
Hughes, Rupert. George Washington, v.2. 
Ludwig, Otto. Bismarck. 
Murray, John Middleton. Journal of Kath- 
erine Mansfield. 
MILDRED L. METHVEN, 
Librarian. 


Trader 


LIBRARIANS 


Margaret Hickman is acting librarian 
at Mount St. Joseph College, Dubuque, 
Iowa, while the librarian is finishing her 
library course, 

Edna G. Moore, librarian of Duluth 
Public Library, was invited by the A. L. A. 
to undertake a piece of research work for 
the Adult Education Commission, but de- 
clined the honor as it was impossible for 
her to leave her work in Duluth during 
the busy season. 

Mrs, Dietrichson, formerly head of the 
Business Branch, Minneapolis, has ac- 
cepted a position in the Harvard Business 
Library. 

Alta Hansen has been appointed head of 
the Business Branch; Charlotte Matson has 
been transferred to the Walker Branch 
and Marion Crosby to the East Lake 
Branch. 

Mary Fleck succeeds Miss Crosby as 
head of the Lincoln Junior Branch. 

Elizabeth Robinson resigned her posi- 
tion as head of the Schools Division, St. 
Paul Public Library, January 1. She is 
at present assisting Miss Nelle Olson, li- 
brarian of the Winnetka Public Schools, 
in organizing the elementary school li- 
braries. 

Miss Elsie L. Baker is acting head of 
the Schools Division. 

Miss Elizabeth G. Dennis, of the St. Paul 
Public Library, is the compiler of a refer- 
ence list on ‘‘The Indians of America,”’ 
which has just been published by the F. 
W. Faxon Company. This list is one of a 
series prepared by Miss Dennis, primarily 
to aid the schools of St. Paul in the use 
of library material. It proved so valuable 
that Mr. Faxon decided to publish one or 
two of them experimentally. 














Mrs. Agnes M. Serle, Librarian of the 
Fairmont Public Library, has been given 
a leave of absence and left in January 
to visit relatives in California. 

Gladys Ecklund of St. Peter, Minnesota, 
who resigned as children’s librarian at 
Eveleth last August, has been appointed 
children’s librarian of the public library 
at Morristown, N. J. 

New appointments on the staff of the 
Rochester Public Library are Mrs. Hazel 
H. Norton and Marian E. Fones. 

G. A. Kortsch, for many years a mem- 
ber of the Alexandria library board died 
on March 5, after a long illness. 





NEWS FROM PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Akeley—The Woman’s Study Club of 
Akeley gave a successful play for the ben- 
efit of the public library in December. 


Albert Lea—The night school students 
were brought to the public library one 
evening after classes. Miss Etta Arm- 
strong, the librarian, explained the ar- 
rangement of the books and the rules of 
the library. A number of students regis- 
tered as borrowers. 

Alexandria—Some valuable books on 
music have been presented to the public 
library by the Euterpean Club. 


Annandale — The Improvement Club 
maintains a public library by charging a 
membership fee of $1 per year. During 
the month of December, the use of the li- 
brary is offered to the public without 
charge. 


Battle Lake—The Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciation has appointed a library committee, 
of which Rev. Ralph Mortensen is chair- 
man. The possibility of organizing a pub- 
lic library was discussed at the meeting 
February 17th. Miss Baldwin, of the Li- 
brary Division, was present, and outlined 
plans of organization, particularly empha- 
sizing the plan of cooperation with the 
Fergus Falls Public Library, as a step to- 
wards a county library system. 

Blue Earth—New shelving has been 
added to the Public Library on the main 
floor and in a basement store-room. The 
club room has been re-decorated. Miss 
Baldwin of the Library Division met with 
the library board early in February to 
discuss plans and reports of progress. At 
the close of the meeting, Miss Cummings, 
the librarian, served refreshments. 


Cambridge—The library has been re- 
moved to the former county agent’s room 
on the second floor of the Court House. 
Fifty new books have been purchased by 
the Community Club, and plans are being 
made for a play to reimburse the library 
treasury. 

Canby—A public library was opened in 
Canby on January 21st, through the efforts 
of the Woman’s Club. Two excellent 








rooms on the ground floor have been se- 
cured, rent, heat and light being provided 
by the council. A library board has been 
appointed. Many gifts of books, furniture, 
equipment and services were received from 
merchants and individuals, and with the 
books formerly kept in the Rest room, the 
library opened with over 1,200 books on 
the shelves. Coffee and doughnuts were 
served on the opening day, and $25 was 
taken in. Mrs. C. E. Skorseth, chairman 
of the book committee, will be in charge 
for the present, with the assistance of 
other members of the Women’s Club. 
Chisholm—The librarian, Agnes John- 
son, has visited all of the classes at night- 
school this winter, and talked to them 
about the library. She writes of an in- 
teresting visit one evening in January.— 
‘Between 80 and 90 came down at 9 P. M. 
We went all through the library, and ex- 
plained to them how they could find things 
of interest to them, and also told them a 
little about the workings of the library. 
Some were interested in looking over the 
views of their countries. We also played 
Victrola records in their various lan- 
guages, and they surely appreciated them. 


Grins from ear to ear began to appear, 
until they were doubled up in laughter 


over our pet Croatian comic record. Over 
thirty took out application cards, and 
took home books; some foreign, but mostly 
easy books for foreigners in English. When 
I asked them to be sure to come back 
again, they replied ‘You bet,’ one of the 
first English phrases they learn.”’ 

Cloquet—A large increase in the circu- 
lation of children’s books is undoubtedly 
due to the instruction in the use of the 
library given in the public and parochial 
schools, through cooperation with the 
school board. 

Crookston—A special invitation was ex- 
tended to visitors to the winter show to 
visit the public library. The library is 
open to any resident of the county, and its 
use by county borrowers is increasing. 


Crosby—The village council increased 
the library appropriation $300 this year. A 
new, bright light has been placed in front 
of the children’s section of books. The 
Friday Study Club spent one afternoon 
mending books for the library. 

During Children’s Book Week forty-five 
new borrowers were registered, all chil- 
dren. All the Jefferson School children 
with their teachers visited the library that 
week, where there was a fine display of 
children’s books, pictures and plants. The 
librarian gave a talk to the fifth and sixth 
grades in the Franklin School on the 
“Care of Books.’ Prizes were given this 
year for posters and themes, to the Junior 
high school only. 


Dawson—A talk on the agricultural out- 
look was given at the Public Library on 
February 1st, by W. L. Cavert, of the Uni- 
versity Farm. 





The children of the grades have been 
visiting the library in charge of their 
teachers for instruction in finding the 
books best suited to them. ; 

Detroit Lakes—The Detroit Lakes Li. 
brary Club gave a library benefit dinner 
in February. The proceeds, amounting to 
$160, were given to the library board for 
the purchase of books. This club was re- 
sponsible for the organization of the lj- 
brary and still maintains its interest in the 
institution. 

Duluth—On January 9th, a new branch 
library was opened in the Woodland dis- 
trict of the city. More than 250 persons 
attended the dedication. The program, 
sponsored by the Woodland Community 
Club, included talks by Mayor Snively, T. 
M. McCabe, president of the club, A. 
Holstad, the architect, and Bert Forbes, 
assistant city attorney. The branch is in 
charge of Louva Crane. That it has al- 
ready proved its usefulness is shown by 
the record of the first three weeks it has 
been serving the public. It has registered 
460 new readers for the Public Library, 
and has loaned 3,530 books for home read- 
ing. The circulation for February was 
3,721. 

Here are some of the questions referred 
to the branch by the community and 
answered by reference books and other 
reference material in the files: Material 
upon which to base a Burns program; the 
number of feeble-minded persons in the 
state; how to make linoleum block-prints; 
the diet for a ring-tailed monkey; sugges- 
tions for lesson plans in general science. 

A weekly story hour has been held for 
boys and girls with an average of 153. 
Besides this the clubroom has been used 
for committee meetings and conference 
groups four times. . 

A complete directory of classes, courses 
and other means of education for adults 
in Duluth has been compiled by the refer- 
ence department of the Duluth public li- 
brary. The directory includes all known 
educational agencies in the city for this 
purpose except individual teachers uncon- 
nected with any institution, church socie- 
ties studying purely denominational sub- 
jects and clubs offering miscellaneous pro- 
grams. 

Eveleth—In spite of building operations 
on the new addition, the reading rooms are 
well heated, and work has been carried on 
through the winter with an increased cir- 
culation. Bids for furniture and equip- 
ment were called for in January, and it 
is expected that the addition will be ready 
for opening about May Ist. 

Fairmont—A talk on recent books was 
given at the Fairmont Public Library on 
the afternoon of February 8th by Miss 
Baldwin of the Library Division. 

Faribault—About 140 children attended 
the Christmas story hour held at the Pub- 
lic Library Saturday, December 17. Just 
as the last story was finished Santa Claus 
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arrived with his pack filled with popcorn 
balls. A Christmas tree and other decora- 
tions appropriate to the season added to 
the spirit of the holiday season. 

The program for the year includes ap- 
proximately two story hours each month. 


Farmington—Through the cooperation 
of the merchants a variety bargain sale 
was held at the Community Rest Room 
January 28. The proceeds were for new 
books for the community library. 


Fergus Falls—The new mezzanine floor 
in the stack room has been completed, and 
stacks will soon be installed. 

The story-hour each Saturday morning 
is conducted by the girls in the Normal 
Training department. 


Glenwood—The annua] library tea was 
given in January by the ladies of the li- 
brary board, to provide more money for 
books. 


Grand Marais—Entertainments for the 
benefit of the public library have been 
given in the High School auditorium 
throughout the winter. 


Hallock—Through the efforts of the 
Woman’s Club a public library was opened 
in Hallock before Christmas. It has been 
well patronized. 


Hibbing—Miss Irma Walker, reference 
librarian at Hibbing, gave a talk to the 
Rotary Club in December on the service 
the library is rendering in providing in- 
formation on various questions to indi- 
viduals or organizations. 


Hutchinson—The_ series of historical 
films issued by the Yale University Press 
based on The Chronicles of America, have 
been given at the high school during the 
winter. The films are sponsored by the 
library board and school board and are 
free to the public. 


Jackson—The Woman's Club of Jackson 
had a library day on February 7th. This 
club has a long record of service to the li- 
brary to its credit, and an interesting ac- 
count of this was given by Mrs. I. W. 
Mahoney. A talk on new books was given 
by Miss Baldwin of the Library Division. 
Following the formal program in the Com- 
munity Club room, a group of children 
from the grades gave a charming play 
based on February birthdays in the li- 
brary, at the close of which the children 
presented valentines to all guests. Re- 
freshments were served. The library board 
met with Miss Baldwin in the evening for 
discussion of finances and plans for publi- 
city. 


Lake Crystal—The public library is now 
housed in a corner room of the new com- 
munity building. The book-collection was 
thoroughly re-organized in the summer 
with the assistance of Mildred Methven of 
the Library Division, and now has over 
























































1,200 books in good condition. The library 
makes use of the state traveling library 
and also has a contract with the Mankato 
Public Library whereby a deposit of 120 
books is received every three months. 

A bequest from Mrs. Margaret Clark 
was used to purchase a reading table and 
chairs. 

Le Sueur—The librarian, Miss Carrie 
Cadwell, publishes frequent notes in the 
paper, calling attention to some worth- 
while books, and the library patronage is 
increasing. 


Little Falls—The magazine reference 
room will be open evenings from 7 to 9 on 
school days in addition to the usual after- 
noon hours of 3 to 6. The additional ex- 
pense is paid by the school board. 


Long Prairie—128 books were added to 
the library by donations received during 
book week. The Women’s Literary Club, 
instead of giving the usual chain of library 
teas, canvassed the village for member- 
ships in the library association, which has 
charge of the public library. 


Mankato—A library station was opened 
in the Parkway Grocery store in West 
Mankato on January 13th. It is open on 
Friday afternoon from 3:30 to 7:30. More 
than 160 people have registered as borrow- 
ers there. The total cost of establishing 
the station was under $10. 


Milaca—The Home Civic Club opened a 
library and rest room in January. Library 
hours are from 3 to 5 on Wednesday and 
Saturday afternoons. 


Minneapolis—A Social Service Branch 
was opened December 12 in the Citizens 
Aid building, which houses all the social 
welfare agencies of the city. The branch 
has been established for the benefit of so- 
cial workers and will contain a special col- 
lection of books and magazines on social 
subjects. Miss Witchie, formerly with the 
Hospital department, is in charge. 

An exhibition called ‘‘Printing for Com- 
merce’’ was loaned to the library by the 
American Institute of Graphie Arts for use 
during December. These display panels 
represent the work of 100 firms and indi- 
viduals. 

Beginning Monday, January 23, a 
“Model” exhibit was held in the Central 
building, on the third floor corridor. 
‘“‘Models”’ that have been entered by pa- 
trons of the Technical Department include 
engines, airplanes, ships, etc. 

The Staff Association published Library 
Ann’s Cook Book at Christmas time, the 
proceeds of which will be used to aid sick 
members of the staff and to supply first 
aid kits in the bindery and carpentry shop. 


Moorhead—A wall book case has been 
added to provide needed shelving, and a 
shelf below the windows in the reading 
room to hold the current magazines. 
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The librarian has given talks on the 
work of the library before the Rotary and 
Kiwanis Clubs. A publicity committee has 
been appointed consisting of two members 
of the board and the librarian to work 
out a program of publicity. 


New Ulm—tThe Arts Guild of New Ulm, 
recently organized, has for one of its ob- 
jects the establishment of a public library. 
The plan is to bring to the city art ex- 
hibits, lecturers on art, and musicians. The 
club will also foster home talent drama- 
tics. New Ulm has an excellent school 
library which is open to the public, but is 
the only city of its size in the state with- 
out a public library. 


Owatonna—An American flag, with oak 
staff, has been placed in the reading room. 
It was presented to the Public Library by 
Mrs. Ernest T. Winship in memory of 
her husband. 

The library is making an appeal for local 
history material. 


Paynesville—The library sponsored a 
movie at the local theatre on January 11- 
12. Weekly notes in the paper are pre- 
pared by the librarian, Victoria Gale. 


Rochester—In cooperation with the Ro- 
chester Philharmonic Society, a collection 
of music scores will be placed in the pub- 
lic library. The library of the Philhar- 
monic Society was turned over as a Nnu- 
cleus, and an appropriation of $200 was 
made for starting the work. 


Rush City—A food sale was held for the 
benefit of the library February 4th. 


St. Cloud—tThe children’s room has been 
equipped with new tables and chairs, a 
display case for new books and a glass- 
doored case for beautifully illustrated 
editions. 

A deposit station has been opened in 
the Roosevelt school for the convenience 
of residents in the West End district. 

A duplicate pay collection has been 
started which is confined to titles which 
are also on the free shelves and which 
have as many as four or five reserves. 

By careful working out of the daily 
schedule, it was possible to open the li- 
brary from 9 to 9, by the employment of 
an extra assistant for 10 hours per week. 

The appropriation for 1928 has been 
fixed at $12,000. 


St. Paul—On Friday, March 5th, Miss 
Edah Burnett of the Fine Arts Room of 
the St. Paul Public Library gave a talk 
before the Hamline Study Club upon 
Spanish Art which was repeated March 
6th, for the Thursday Club Travel Section. 


Stillwater—Through the courtesy of 
Judge F. T. Wilson, Miss Mildred Smith 
and Mrs. Stuhr, 125 children of Stillwater 
enjoyed a story hour at the public library 
recently. Judge Wilson brought his spe- 
cially built lantern slide machine, with a 








curtain of his own invention, to illustrate 
the stories told. 


Thief River Falls—The story hour was 
started in December, but was discontinued 
the last of January on account of an epi- 
demic of scarlet fever. 

The story-hour on Christmas Eve was 
especially delightful. There was a beauti- 
ful little tree, whose colored lights added 
to the fire light and a few candles made 
an ideal setting. Santa Claus appeared 
and distributed apples, and when he had 
gone, one little girl sighed, ‘“‘I wish I could 
have seen his reindeer.’’ Members of the 
board have assisted the librarian in tell- 
ing the stories. 

The month of January broke all previous 
records with a circulation of 3,500. 


Virginia—For the Christmas celebra- 
tion, Miss Stevens writes, ‘‘we had two new 
victrolas, gorgeous ones, a lovely hand- 
made pirate ship for the children’s room, 
silver trimmed Christmas trees that fairies 
would like to climb, and one Christmas 
tree holder from Holtzermann’s, a music 
box which turns around and plays Stille 
Nacht. All this was to show the people a 
good time, and it did, too.’’ 

There were 23 entries in a contest of 
dolls dressed to represent book charac- 
ters. 


Winnebago—The remodeled building 
with set-in porch, lights on each side of 
the door, more windows, and new lights 
is proving very satisfactory. The library 
is open every day in the afternoon and 
evening. The women of the library board 
brought a delicious luncheon to the library 
and had an informal meeting with Miss 
Baldwin on a recent visit. Problems of 
book selection were the chief topics for 
discussion. 





COUNTY LIBRARY NEWS 


Koochiching County—The county work 
was particularly heavy during January, as 
many schools get new collections of books 
at this time. We have selected and sent 
out 21 assortments of different books, be- 
sides 84 individual packages. A_ collec- 
tion of books has been sent to the Public 
Library at Northome. 


St. Louis County—The library committee 
of the St. Louis County Club held a meet- 
ing at the Holland Hotel, Duluth, Febru- 
ary 10th. Members of the committee are 
Grace Stevens, Virginia, chairman; Edna 
G. Moore, Duluth; Agnes Johnson, Chis- 
holm; Florence M. Lang, County Home 
Demonstration Agent; Mrs. Fred Ward, 
Duluth; Mrs. Robert Gale, French River; 
Mrs. Jake Stukel, Hibbing; Mrs. M. C. 
Francisco, Saginaw; Mrs. E. Nelson, Twig. 
Mr. C. H. Barnes, County Superintendent 
of Schools, also met with the committee. 
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CERTIFICATION 


LIBRARY ENDORSEMENT 
REQUIREMENT 


What is a Library Endorsement? 
A library Endorsement is a permit 
to act as a part time librarian in 
Minnesota. 


For what schools is it a require- 
ment? 
For senior and four year high 
schools beginning September, 
1928. 


What training is necessary? 
Nine quarter credits (six semes- 
ter) of professional library train- 
ing. 

How is it issued? 
It is issued by the State Commis- 
sioner of Education. 

What makes it valid? 
It must be attached to a teacher’s 
certificate. 

Is there a fee? 
There is no additional fee. 

Where may the training be secured? 
At the University of Minnesota 
summer school (see p 12 of this 
issue of Library Notes and News). 
At other summer schools such as 
Columbia, Iowa University, Fort 
Collins, Colorado; Eugene, Ore- 
gon and elsewhere. 

To whom shall I write for further 

information? 
Write to Harriet A. Wood, Super- 
visor of School Libraries. 


AND ENDORSEMENT 
OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


I—ENDORSEMENT 
A. THE FOLLOWING 


CLASS OF LI- 


BRARIANS IS REQUIRED TO 
HOLD AN ENDORSEMENT FOR 


SCHOOL LIBRARY WORK: 

The part time or teacher libra- 
rian in districts having senior or 
four year high schools, beginning 
with September, 1928, must have 
an endorsement issued by the State 
Commissioner of Education on 
the regular teacher's certificate. 
The endorsement shall be issued 
upon at least nine (9) quarter 
credits or six (6) semester credits 
of professional library training. 


. THE FOLLOWING CLASS OF LI- 


BRARIANS MAY OBTAIN AN EN- 
DORSEMENT FOR SCHOOL LI- 
BRARY WORK: 

Teacher librarians in high school 
departments, junior high schools 
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and graded elementary schools hold- 
ing teachers’ certificates presenting 
nine (9) quarter credits of profes- 
sional library training. 


II—CERTIFICATION 


THE FOLLOWING CLASSES OF 
LIBRARIANS ARE REQUIRED 
TO HOLD CERTIFICATES FOR 
SCHOOL LIBRARY WORK: 

A. Full-time school librarians. 

B. Librarians of public libraries do- 
ing school library work under 
contract between school and li- 
brary boards. 

Librarians of these classes are re- 

quired to hold either School Libra- 

rians’ Certificates of the First Grade 
or School Librarians’ Certificates 

(limited ). 


Note: Applicants in service 1925 with 


not less than five years of suc- 
cessful library experience may be 
granted certificates based upon li- 
brary service. 


IHI—CLASSES OF CERTIFICATES 


A. School Librarians’ Certificates of the 


B. 


First Grade may be issued to ap- 
plicants having the following quali- 
fications: 

Bachelor’s degree from an _  ac- 
credited college or university with 
one academic year of professional 
library training. The year of li- 
brary training may be either a 
part of the four-year college course 
leading to the Bachelor’s degree 
or may be taken in addition. 

Term and Renewal: School Libra- 
rians’ Certificates of the First 
Grade, based on the above require- 
ments, may be issued for one year 
and are renewable for five years 
upon successful library experience. 
A five year certificate, at its expira- 
tion, may be renewed for life upon 
evidence of successful library ex- 
perience. 

School Librarians’ Certificates (lim- 
ited) may be issued to 

1. Applicants having a 


Bachelor’s degree from an ac- 
eredited college or university, 
with eighteen (18) quarter 


credits or twelve (12) semester 

eredits of professional library 

training. 
Term and Renewal: School Libra- 
rians’ Certificates (limited) based 
on the requirements in Section III, 
B, 1 may be issued for two years 
and are renewable for two years 
presentation of at least six 


upon 











(6) quarter credits or four (4) 
semester credits of professional li- 
brary training. 
2. Applicants presenting 
Two years of credit from a stand- 
ard college or a diploma from a 
two-year course in a state normal 
school or state teachers’ col- 
lege, and one academic year of 
professional library training. 
Term and Renewal: School Libra- 
rians’ Certificates (limited) based 
on the requirements in Section 
III, B, 2 may be issued for two 
years and are renewable for two 
years upon presentation of at least 
six (6) quarter credits or four (4) 
semester credits of academic curri- 
culum. 





ANNUAL REPORT BLANKS 


The form of the annual report blanks 
will be practically the same as last year. 

The following types will be sent out: 

1. School Library (composite) 

2. High and Junior High 

3. Graded elementary 

4. Ungraded elementary consolidated 

The majority of schools will receive the 
first blank (composite) upon which a 
school library serving all parts of a 
school system is reported. 

In addition to statistics a written state- 
ment on various points is requested. If 
any question is not understood please 
write for information. 





SCHOOL LIBRARY SURVEY 


The North Central Association of Col- 
leges and Secondary Schools has made a 
survey of the school libraries within the 
association. Mr. Edwin Miller, Assistant 
Superintendent, Detroit, Michigan, con- 
ducted the work. The score card was set 
up by Martha Wilson as a project of the 
A. L. A. Education Committee. Miss Wilson 
was assisted by various librarians and 
educators. 

In February Martha Wilson, Marion 
Lovis, Supervisor of School Libraries, De- 
troit, and Harriet A. Wood, Chairman of 
the A. L. A. Education Committee, con- 
ferred with Mr. Miller in Detroit in regard 
to the findings. 





SCHOOL LIBRARY TEXTBOOK 


Miss Anita Hostetter from the A. L. A. 
Curriculum Study Office visited St. Paul 
and Minneapolis to secure information for 
the textbook on School Libraries to be 
written by Lucile Fargo. She visited the 


school departments of the public libraries, 
Central and Humboldt in St. Paul, and 
Central and Marshall in Minneapolis. 





LIST OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


In some cases librarians have not ag yet 
qualified for library certificates or ep- 
dorsement but are working under permits, 
Please apply at once for a library cer- 
tificate or library endorsement if your 
name has been omitted. 


Key to Abbreviations 


No mark means full-time school librarian, 
T. L. for teacher-librarian. 

P. & S. for public and school librarian. 
S. L. for secretary-librarian. 


Town Librarian 
De ee Le ee re Blanche Olson, S. L. 
PROS BO. oss 6 eis ec clanae Alice Stearns 
pS Mabel Rawlings, Asst. 
AmVaMGSle ... . 26s Ruth Burkland, T. L. 
pO Lillian E. Olson, T, L, 
yt ee re Bernadette Gormley 
ere Eloise Truesdell, S. L. 
BOIStOR. .... 65. Gertrude Hartung, T. L. 
DORTEGOY . 0 6.6 sss Helen Steinfort, T. L. 
Buffalo..........Aileen Dahlhielm, T. L, 
NR. as 6 ban ete. dima eee Blanche Aust 
Cambridge....Verna L. Von Wald, T. L. 
Cannon Falls....Helen M. Connole, T. L. 
in... a er Geneva Tammel, T. L. 
Chattleléd. ....<..d Annette Johnson, P,. & §S. 
Chisholm 

Oe. es ei he tea eo Dorothy Cornwell 

ath, NM, 2. 5a toi dale capecdquarean Sylva Hunt 
Cloquet..........Maud Grogan, P. & §. 
ee eee ee) Aune Martin 
COND 5.6 05's od sce Bernice Verhulst 
Columbia Heights. .Mary McMartin, T. L. 
Crookston .....«. Dorothy Hibbard, T. L. 
Delano.........Mrs. Marie Evans, T. L. 


Detroit Lakes 
—Mrs. Dorothy M. Higbie, T. L. 


Duluth 

I. cP oicrd ee yg er cha Helen Perry 

IEG g-6 ss) 3 kins ids, ce Grace du Clos 

Washington Junior...... Mollie Astell 
REEL ORS CA eer ee weerer t- Vida Thomas 
Eveleth 

OT PRES Pe ae ee rte Mabel J. Lyons 

Oe SM. 6 se cc tee eee sue Helen Stratte 
TERCOIBIO“. ... 6. esos Marjory Keyes, T. L. 
rere rr Sena Arneson, T. L. 
Fairmont....Mrs. Agnes M. Serle, P. & S$. 
Paeirmomt. ...... Myrtle E. Johnson, T. L. 
Faribault..... Florence D. Love, P. & S. 
rr eee ee Beulah Larson 
Fergus Falls........Amy Lewis, P. & S. 
Persus Walis.....<««<«:; Leonora Oas, T. L. 
Werte. 2.6 ees Bernice M. Ensberg, T. L. 
i ae ee a Ellen Mary Lord, T. L. 
Frazee..........Marjorie Stevens, T. L. 
French River........ Donald Read, T. L. 
ee ee Inez Erickson, S. L. 
Glenwood...Mrs. Cassa B. Selnes, P. & §. 
Grand Rapids...... Sim E. Heller, T. L. 
re Alberta Sommer, T. L. 
ee Stella Telford, P. & S. 
Hibbing 

Oe ee Beatryce A. Finn 

SMO s: 6 06 ats Scosee Margaret Briggs 

Lincoln Jr. Bien... « 3.50063 Fay Cuzner 
Pe eee Ce rer Ruth Erstad 
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Houston.....--.+-+- Ingrid Julsrud, T. L. 
International Falls. .Ellen Lawin, P. & S. 
and Koochiching Co., Elvira Kling, Asst. 


Ivanhoe......-.. Christine Ludenia, T. L. 
MeGWALIT «os on 0 o's 6 ole dos Clara Marsh 
VOSS 0 ere Alice Klagstad, T. L. 
Little Falls....Jean Gardner Smith, T. L. 
Long Prairie. ..Mathilde Gugisberg, T. L. 
ee ere: Belvina Johnson, T. L. 
Madison...Mrs. E. H. Borgendale, P. & S. 
REED, a5: 5 ahd de vias Elizabeth Battin 
Meadowlands..... Mary J. Sommer, T. L. 
MEOITOBE. «ac cc sae Rosalia Reichert, T. L. 
Milaca..... Florence B. Eberhardt, T. L. 
rer eee Ora M. Rowell, T. L. 
Minneapolis 
Publie Library 

School Dept. Head....Mary Tawney 

Classroom Lib......Mable Bartleson 

Genera: asset: ...... Rachel Angvick 


General ass’t. ....Mrs. Lilla E. Haas 
Elementary Sch. Lib. Stations 
OE ee Winifred White 
Branch Dept. 

Junior Highs 


MORNE ck ee. dap ate es Celia Frost 

Selma Linden 
eo | a en Evelyn Osborn 
OR inc es dele Harriet Clark 
Jefferson...... Beatrice Wightman 
LANCOIN... «56s 2 0s cs Oy PIO 
RON. os 6x be Kes *Marion Crosby 
eee are ee Olea Solheim 


Hennepin Co. Dept. Head, Ethel Berry 
J Mrs. J. E. White 
St. Louis Park 

—Mrs. Thomas Johnson 


Board ot Education 
High Schools 


GOMITEl. . 2.526. 25 Margaret Greer 

Mrs. Jeannette W. Brice 
ji ae See eee Myra Ward 
PROUENE ecc ccooee Oe aas Thyrza McClure 
Roosevelt ..... Augusta Bjeldanes 
PUNE Xo. ods orem tee Lois Davidson 
Washburn ......Margaret Brown 
Marshall ...... Elizabeth Scripture 


University of Minnesota 
College of Education 
University High .....Ruth Condon 


Montevideo. ...Mabel Hanning, P. & T. L. 
moorhead........ Caroline Branae, T. L. 
PPO Soo oo hy SS Agnes Torpey, P. & S. 

Agricultural School. ...Winifred Tyner 
Mountain Iron.....Anne Studnicka, T. L. 
Nashwauk....... Ruth Weeding, S. & P. 
LL i) re Erna Holzinger, S. & P. 
mrOvtnGeld. os... 6500008 Alice Distad, T. L. 
Ortonville... i... Hester Clark, P. & S. 


Owatonna and Steele County 
scevsessos oe Maud van Buren; P. & S. 


Migh School... . osx «+ Irma Lee Davis 
Pelican Rapids. ...Mabel E. Adams, T. L. 


9*« 
me 


Pine Island....... Gyla Caulfield, P. & S. 


Pipestone......... Hazel Roche, P. & S. 
Princeton...... Mrs. Lulu Owens, P. & S. 
IE sc 0.5 @ eke Eliza Remfrey, T. L. 
Red Wing... . 6.5 s- Grace Meyer, P. & S. 
Red Wing........ Mrs. Amanda Anderson 
Redwood Falls....Marie Tolzman, P. & S. 
PRUIIGNOOE 6 ks. 6 sss asad een Marion Baker 
St... Ciee@.. . 66605 Clara B. Ledahl, T. L. 


St. Paul 
Public Library School Division 
Epona Ne it! Ed. *Elizabeth Robinson 


Aoting Mead... ....3.465- Elsie Baker 
DE hixels 4 ons, Le eee *Ada Hagen 
City Branches and Ramsey County 
bf dacs yas ica hy mE Myra Buell 
Bureau of Schools 
Centra] High. ........- Laurie Johnson 
Martha Buist 
Humboldt High......... Phyllis Bastin 
Johnson High.......... Mary Leonard 


Mechanie Arts High..Mrs. Nettie Dugas 
Washington Jr. High 
ee re pee Blanche M. Spooner 


i er ay Marie Magner, T. L. 
Sauk Center...... Eva M. Davis, P. & S. 
Slayton. ...... Mrs. Alice M. Grass, T. L. 
Sleepy Eye...... Juva Z. M. Sharp, T. L. 
Seutn St. Patil... so cisiecus Beda Erickson 
Stephen...... Mrs. Enid G. Brown, T. L. 
ShrIWater. .. 2654.2 Florence Kielty, T. L. 
Stor@em.......... Maria L. Myrah, T. L. 
Swanville........ Mildred Swennes, T. L. 
Thief River Falls. .Minnie S. Leavitt, T. L. 
WE 6 5b. hae rae Hie Esther I. Test, T. L. 
Two Harbors... «1. .-< «0 Marie Kennedy 
{: re Elizabeth G. Robinson, T. L. 
Wageona...-..... 405 Jean Stewart, P. & S. 
Waseca........ Ruth Labbitt, T. L. & P. 
WRPREEA.. = 5.6 cbc ae Cydell Swenson, T. L. 
White Bear....Elizabeth Singleton, S. L. 
WHA? ...-5 66 sas od Amy Hanscom, P. & S. 
Pe ee aie rss Virginia Teitge 
Worthington...... Stella Anderson, S. L. 





A. L. A. MEMBERSHIP 


The second volume of the School Library 
Yearbook is to be issued this spring. Last 
year’s issue contained outlines and study 
plans for teaching the use of the library. 
It is sold by the American Library Asso- 
ciation, 86 East Randolph Street, Chicago, 
for $1.35. We believe you will find both 
issues helpful. The directory of school 
librarians will be arranged by states this 
year, and the elementary school library 
and supervision will be stressed. All school 
librarians who belong to the A. L. A. will 
be included. Elizabeth Scripture, Marshall 
High School, Minneapolis, has issued no- 
tices of the list. If you have not received 
one write directly to the A. L. A, 


*Resigned 





Il. 
III. 
IV. 
¥. 


VII. 


VIII. 


TX. 


XI. 


XII. 


XIII. 





OUTLINE FOR THE STUDY OF 
MAGAZINES 

Name of Magazine 

How often published? 

Price for the year 

Name of publishing company 

Name of editor 

Character of cover picture or design 

A. Does it characterize the maga- 
zine? How? (answer later) 

B. If the picture is of a person, is 
there any character in the 
face? 

Illustrations. 

A. Name of two or more of the 
illustrators. 

B. Kinds of pictures. 

1. Photographs. 2. Sketches. 

C. Anything distinctive about the 
pictures? 

Advertisements 

Reliable companies? 

Writers 

A. Well known or not? 

B. List three or four names to- 
gether with the titles of 
composition. (Select those 
you think look interesting 
enough to read). 

Any editorial page? 

A. If there is one, is any purpose 
of the magazine expressed? 
Or in what does the editor 
appear to be’ interested? 
(You can judge this by ti- 
tles or by reading one or 
two short editorials) 

What seems to be the purpose of 

the magazine from the contents? 

A. Te emtertain................ on what? 

B. To give information....on what? 

C. A combination of these. 

Nature of contents. 


A. Articles on interesting events 
and places. 
B. Articles on persons of note. 


C. Good literary essays. 
-_D Are such subjects as the follow- 
ing usually treated: 


1. Religion 
2. Science 

3. Arts 

4. Education 


5. Finance 
E. Short stories 
F. Poems 
G. Plays 
H. Book reviews 
I. Any place for students’ essays 
Do the current problems articles 
seem 
1. Partisan 
2. Radical 
3. Non-partisan 
Is the interest international or just 
national? 
What value has the magazine for 
home or school—or both? 

EMMA MILLS, 

Crookston, Minn. 








INVESTIGATE BEFORE INVESTING 


“Investigate before Investing” is a rule 
to follow in book buying as well as jn 
buying stocks and bonds. Much needless 
expense and keen disappointment might 
be avoided by withholding the signature 
until some experienced book buyer could 


be consulted. Old materials sometimes 
are published and sold under different 
titles. 

Case 1. In one of the smaller schools 


are two teachers who purchased reference 
sets. The sets have different publishers 
and different titles but a careful compari- 
son reveals the fact that they contain the 
same material. 

Case 2. In a Southern Minnesota high 
school is a set purchased recently, and in 
a Northern Minnesota high school is the 
same set with a different title, different 
publisher and an old date. 

Not all sets are undesirable but pub- 
lishers’ and agents’ statements should be 
verified. 

Buy second hand books of Second Hand 
Dealers. Old books are obtainable through 
second hand dealers. If you, for any 
reason after investigation, desire to buy 
an old book try the numerous booksellers 
handling such books. If the book has a 
history it will pay to know what the record 
is. Desirable books and reliable publish- 
ers will not suffer from investigation. 

Mudge’s New guide to reference books 
is a national authority. Miss Mudge is 
reference librarian at Columbia. 

Any trained librarian has received in- 
struction in book selection and book pur- 
chase. 

The State Library Division will secure 
information upon any book which you are 
considering. 


STATE TEACHERS’ COLLEGE 
LIBRARIANS 


At the meeting of the Minnesota Educa- 
tion Association in November, the libra- 
rians of the Teachers’ Colleges held an in- 
formal meeting. There was an exchange 
of experiences, and, as a result of the dis- 
cussion on statistics, it was decided that 
more records should be kept as a means 
of securing better facilities. 


TWIN CITY SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
Minneapolis School Librarians 


The Minneapolis school librarians hold 
meetings the second Tuesday of every 
month at which time we usually have an 
outsider speak on some subject of interest 
to us in our work. At one of the fall 
meetings, Margaret Greer and Elizabeth 
Scripture talked to us about the method 
of teaching library lessons as given in 
their new booklet, ‘‘Find It Yourself.” At 
another meeting Barbara Wright, director 
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of the vocational guidance counselors of 
the Minneapolis schools, spoke about her 
work and gave us titles of many new 
books and pamphlets on vocational guid- 
ance and occupations suitable for high 
school students. At this meeting we had 
as our guests the vocational counselors 
of each school. In January we discussed 
new books with Marabeth Hobbs, chair- 
man of the committee to revise the book- 
list now used in Minneapolis schools, Each 
librarian brought with her the English 
teacher from her school who is a member 
of this committee. It was decided rather 
than revise the list it would be more prac- 
tical to add new titles. At our last meet- 
ing Harriet Wood gave a very interesting 
talk concerning the survey of school li- 
praries now being made throughout the 
North Central Association and her visits 
to a number of Detroit school libraries. 
We are planning similar programs _ for 
the remaining two or three meetings this 
spring. 
MARGARET E. BROWN, 
Secretary. 


St. Paul School Librarians 

The school librarians gave a dinner at 
the Lowry in honor of Elizabeth Robinson 
in January. Relations between the high 
school libraries and the Public Library 
School Division have been close and mu- 
tually helpful, and much regret was ex- 
pressed at the departure of Miss Robinson. 

Mrs. Nettie Dugas of Mechanic Arts en- 
tertained the St. Paul Librarians at her 
house in January. 


NEWS FROM SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Books: Their Acquisition and Use 


Argyle—Books of interest to the gen- 
eral reader have been added to the school 
library. 

Cambridge—An excellent list of books 
was recently added to the school library 
for reference and home reading. 

Cannon Falls—The school library has 
acquired two copies of ‘Giants in the 
Earth,” by O. Rolvaag, St. Olaf College, 
and one copy of the same book in Nor- 
wegian. The library has also purchased 
about two hundred new juvenile books 
with funds from the Mrs. M. M. Barlow 
library fund. 

Fertile—The high school and upper 
grade pupils have during the past two 
years maintained a penny-a-week library 
fund. About $22 has been collected from 
which modern fiction has been bought. 

Hartland—A new supply of well selected 
books is reported by Ruth E. Maywald, 
news reporter. 

Henderson— Fifty 
added this year. 


new books’ were 








International Falls—A study was begun 
of those books best suited to children in 
the third grade of school. Each of the 
staff at the weekly meeting reports on 
some one appropriate book read during 
the week. We intend to become better 
acquainted with the books suitable for 
other grades also, but we chose the third 
grade for a beginning because it is our 
biggest problem. We continue to report 
on interesting events of the day, and on 
books and articles of professional interest. 


The list of Third Grade Books is as fol- 
lows: 


Andrews—Each and all. 
Brown—John of the woods 
Brown—Lonesomest doll 
Brown—Star jewels 
Burgess—Storyland reader 
Collodi—Pinnocchio 
Cooke—Nature myths 
Craik—Adventures of a brownie 
Craik—So-Fat and Mew-Mew 

0. Cravens—Abraham’ Lincoln 

1. Cyr—Graded art reader: bk 3 

2. De la Mare—Child’s day 

3. De la Mare—Peacock pie 

4. Hall—Jan and Betje 

5. Hopkins—The doers 

6. Jataka tales 

7. Johnson—Polly and the _ wishing 
ring 

18. Lang—Princess on the glass hill 

19. Lewis—Ollie Ostrich 

20. O’Shea—Old world wonder stories 

21. Perkins—Filipino twins 

22. Richards—Pig brother and _ other 

stories 

23. Robinson—Little Lucia 

24. Turpin—Classic fables 

25. White—When Molly was six 


The little that we have done has helped 
us greatly. Many children who ask us for 
The Dutch twins walk off cheerfully with 
Jan and Betje. Others who have almost 
memorized the Child’s Garden of Verses 
find pleasure in Peacock Pie. ‘‘Alas! 
Alack!’’ is one child’s favorite poem; or, 
as she expressed it, ‘‘the one about the 
fish that talked in the frying pan.” A 
teacher said recently, “I know a little girl 
eight years old who is ill, and I should 
like to give her a book for a present. 
What have you to suggest?’’, remember- 
ing the report given in one of our meet- 
ings by the high school girl, Marjorie 
Millard, who works part time in our li- 
brary. This girl, by the way, has a six 
year old sister to whom she reads stories. 
The little listener particularly enjoyed 
numbers 17, 19, 23 and 25 of the above. 
There is not a John of the Woods left on 
the shelves though we must have about 
thirty copies. Especially where a really 
interesting story has a demure, almost 
negative appearance do we find it useful 
to know the contents thoroughly. 


Ellen Lawin. 
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Keewatin—Two hundred children’s 


books were added in January. 


Lake City—The school library depart- 
ment has obtained a Book Lover’s Map 
of the British Isles. This will be of great 
interest to all students of English. 


New Ulm—Liberty Bond Gift. On No- 
vember 1, 1917, pupils of the New Ulm 
high school contributed various individual 
amounts, which, when added_ together, 
sufficed to purchase a $50 Second Liberty 
Loan bond, at that time. Provision was 
made that the annual interest be used to 
purchase American Citizenship books for 
the high school library, and, upon expira- 
tion of the bond itself, a committee, com- 
posed of one member of the board of edu- 
eation, the superintendent, the high school 
principal, and a high school student should 
act as a committee to determine what shall 
be done with the principal amount. The 
bond became due November 16, and, to- 
gether with the interest, amounted to 
$65.93. E. A. Stoll was elected to repre- 
sent the board on the committee. 


Northfield—Carleton College. Seoville 
Memorial library grows at the average 
rate of seventy-five books, pamphlets, 
magazines or newspapers, daily, it is esti- 
mated by Dr. Walter M. Patton, director. 
The greater number of books or pam- 
phlets added to the permanent collection 
are those bought with the income of the 
Cordenio A. Severance foundation for po- 
litical and social sciences. This income is 
the result of a bequest of $150,000: made 
by the late Mrs. Cordenio A. Severance of 
St. Paul as a memorial to her husband. 
This collection, which now consists of over 
14,000 volumes and 9,000 government 
pamphlets, was formed about a nucleus of 
1000 volumes from the personal library 
of Mr. and Mrs. Severance. The Scoville 
Memorial library contains 92,000 volumes 
and pamphlets. For the cataloging, re- 
pair, and general upkeep of these volumes, 
the sum of $21,000 is expended annually. 


Park Rapids—The library has a very 
good selection of new books. Unsuitable 
books and sets of texts have been shelved 
in orderly fashion in the book room, and 
a list of books not needed sent to the Li- 
brary Division. A picture collection has 
been started, and many free pamphlets 
ordered for the vertical file. 


Pelican Rapids—With the addition of 
100 books back from the bindery, a new 
set of the New International Encyclopedia, 
a dictionary, and about 50 books for chil- 
dren and adults, the library is an attrac- 
tive place. 


Proctor—Twenty-two books were added 
to the library during vacation. These 


came from the book bindery, however. 
Many are old favorites, in a new dress, 
others bound magazines, 











Rochester—Junior College. Progress jg 
being made in building up a strong library 
for the Junior College. ‘ 


Royalton—A_ well selected list of ehil- 
dren’s books has been added to the schoo] 
library. 

St. James—New books on chemistry 
were borrowed from the Library Division 
for eramination before purchase. The 
teacher found three books that he liked 
very much, and they will be ordered, 


Sleepy Eye—The Lincoln Medal Essay 
Contest will be conducted this year in the 
American History classes. Miss Sasse, pub- 
lic librarian, has made a list of the books 
and periodical literature which may be 
found in the Public Library on the sub- 
ject of Lincoln, and this with a list of the 
material available in the school library 
has been posted. 


Wells—A number of new books have 
been added, and a free traveling library 
has been furnished by the state for tem- 
porary use. 


Library Instruction 


Cloquet—The increase in the children’s 
work is due in great part to the program 
of work with the public and_ parochial 
schools, Classes from all the schools come 
regularly to the library for book talks and 
library instruction. The work with the 
public schools is in charge of Miss Aune 
Martin. 


Crookston—In the fall, the librarian, 
Dorothy Hibbard, made the rounds of the 
English classes in the Junior and Senior 
High School and attempted, in one period 
for each class, to explain reference books, 
classification, and the use of the catalog. 
The students use the library more this 
year for recreational reading also, which 
is quite inspiring. 

Ely—Library lessons based upon the 
Hopkins’ Leaflets have been given by the 
librarian, Vida Thomas. Miss Wood visited 
the classes in January. 

Glenwood—‘‘Find it yourself,’’ by Scrip- 
ture and Greer is the basis of library in- 
struction at Glenwood. Mrs. Cassa B. 
Selnes, librarian, has adapted the book to 
local needs. All of the contracts were re- 
quired of freshmen and sophomores. Miss 
Wood visited classes for two days in Janu- 
ary and secured written comments from 
the students regarding the value of the in- 
struction to them and the contract method. 
The students were enthusiastic. 


Hibbing—The Hibbing system of library 
lessons was worked out very thoroughly 
by Margaret Briggs. Tests are given to 
students to ascertain the extent of their 
knowledge before taking the lessons. The 
English department has cooperated. 
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International Falls—Miss Kling took 


charge of the English periods in the Junior 


year of the high school for two weeks, 
during which time she taught the library 
lessons. The work was very satisfactorily 
and carefully done. It was interesting to 
note how quickly the adults discovered 
that their sanctum had been invaded, and 
how they avoided the lesson hours. 

Ivanhoe—As part of English work, the 
students of the high school are given li- 
brary lessons. 

Keewatin—The librarian, Clara Marsh, 
has given library instruction to the entire 
junior high school. <A more scholarly and 
business spirit all around is apparent. The 
use of the library by the pupils has in- 
creased, and the teachers have shown in- 
terest. 

Luverne—Instruction is given to fresh- 
men and sophomores in connection with 
the English work. The pupils enjoy it. 

Red Wing—The freshman class at the 
high school has taken a course in library 
work under the direction of Mrs. Amanda 
Anderson, school] librarian. The students 
visited the local library and learned the 
manner in which the library is conducted 
and how to find reference assignments. 

South St. Paul—In February the library 
lessons were begun, one of the most impor- 
tant steps in the forward march of our 
school library. It has taken a long time 
for these plans to materialize,—only be- 
cause I have been feeling my way. I 
wanted the best available method of giv- 
ing the lessons to the students, and each 
method had to be thought about and 
studied before it was discarded. I wanted 
something that wouldn’t encroach too 
much on my own time for other library 
duties; I wanted something that wouldn’t 
be too technical, or too inclusive for the 
students to grasp, and I think I have 
found this in the contract plan as incor- 
porated in a little book called, ‘Find it 
yourself!’’—-Beda Erickson. 

Two Harbors— Library lessons have 
been carried on systematically with excel- 
lent results under the direction of Marie 
Kennedy. 


Student Assistants 


Chaska—A staff of student assistants 
has been organized consisting of Evelyn 
Kelm, Louise Nimis, Lillie Galvin, Lucie 
Klammer, Eleanor Klein. 


Crookston—Two upper class girls super- 
vise the library during the periods when 
the librarian teaches. 


Duluth—Denfeld High. The following 
eight students who are preparing for ca- 
reers as librarians are assisting in their 
vacant periods as an extra curricular ac- 
tivity: Ethel Pederson, Martha Gustafson, 
Myrtle Stenback, Myrtle Piper, Ann Davis, 
Florence Forest, Vera Norlund, Ruth John- 





son. Miss Grace DuClos is the librarian. 
A picture of the group appeared in the Du- 
luth Herald December 3rd. 


Luverne—Student assistants do the li- 
brary work when the librarian teaches. A 
teacher is in charge of discipline. 

Minneapolis—A talk on librarianship as 
a vocation was given by Miss Wood to 
student assistants and others at South 
High in January. 

Pelican Rapids—Miss Adams, the libra- 
rian, has a class of four girls in library 
training. 

St. Cloud—The group of student assist- 
ants trained by Clara Ledahl, the libra- 
rian, is a prominent feature of the work 
at St. Cloud. The state supervisor visited 
this library in February. 





School and Public Library Cooperation 


Cloquet—There are now 836 volumes 
belonging to the city schools at the city 
library. These, together with the hun- 
dreds of volumes in the city collection, 
should afford our pupils and high school 
students wonderful reading opportunities. 

lertile—The library is open to the pub- 
lic. Miss Ensberg, the librarian, will help 
anyone to books. 

Hill City-——Miss L. M. Stewart, librarian, 
reports that sixty new books have been 
added to the village library from the fund 
turned over by the board of education. 
Since the amount, $80, is too small to be 
divided among various types of books, the 
whole amount was used to purchase chil- 
dren’s books. 

New Prague—tThe library is a source of 
pleasure and profit to the students. It 
is free to the public, and books may be 
taken out between the hours of 2:30 and 
4:30 every day. The library numbers 
about 1,800 volumes. 

New Ulm—tThe school library is open 
to the public on Friday evenings and until 
6 p. m. on Mondays. The librarian has 
been granted a $10 per month increase 
for this extra service. 

Pelican Rapids—The library is open to 
the public on Thursday evenings. 

Slayton—To stimulate a greater inter- 
est in the school library, also open to the 
public, a series of Silver Teas are being 
given to purchase books for the pay shelf. 
Hours for the public are 2:30-4:14 daily. 
Mrs. Grass is the librarian. 





Rooms, Equipment and Organization 


Crookston—The library has been func- 
tioning in such a manner that the libra- 
rian is very enthusiastic. With a reduced 
teaching program, she is able to devote 
more time to library service. The manual 
training department made a very attrac- 











tive rack for reserves and books of spe- 
cial interest. 


Duluth—State Teachers’ College. A 
very attractive children’s library has been 
opened in the new training school build- 
ing. Suitable furniture including low 
tables, is being installed. A _ special li- 
brary for the use of the children’s litera- 
ture classes will still remain a feature of 
the general library and duplicates will be 
bought for the use of the children. It is 
the intention that the library shall be a 
model library in every sense of the word. 

Ely—Space both for books and pupils 
is already a problem, although the build- 
ing is new. With four different types of 
schools ranging from elementary to junior 
college the range is wide and the volume 
increasing. A picture of the Ely Elemen- 
tary school library appears in the new 
edition of the A. L. A. leaflet ‘‘Planning 
the school library.”’ 


Faribault—The High School library re- 
ceived a magazine rack in December, made 
by a manual arts student. 


Glenwood—Changes in arrangement 
both in the school and public libraries 
give the students more room and better 
light and the librarian easier access to her 
tools. The librarian’s personal desk now 
stands back of the charging desk. 


Ivanhoe—The library of 1,600 books 
has been completely reclassified according 
to the Dewey Decimal System. An author, 
title and subject dictionary catalog has 
been put in, using Library of Congress 
ecards. Next year’s work will be to start 
a drama, poetry, clippings and pamphlet 
file in order to make the library even more 
usable. Christine Ludenia. 


Luverne—Reclassification, a new shelf 
list and a catalog of Library of Congress 
ecards have been completed by Belvina 
Johnson, the librarian. 


Northfield—St. Olaf College. The col- 
lege is to have a beautiful new library, 
in the Norman-Gothic or English Collegi- 
ate style. The material will be Rice coun- 
ty limestone. The location on the brow 
of the hill will be most sightly. 


Park Rapids—Students have cooperated 
with Miss Ziebarth in the organization of 
the school library. At first lunch was 
served by the domestic science department, 
but it was more lunch than work, and 
groups of two or three at a time have ac- 
complished much more. The lunch un- 
doubtedly created a pleasant atmosphere. 

The shelf list is completed, book pockets 
and dating slips in, and lettering on the 
backs of the books. Everything is going 
well. The high shelves were cut off, and 
put under the windows. There are new 
dictionaries, a dictionary stand (the Hunt- 
ting type), rubber tips on the chairs, and 
the appearance of the two library rooms 
is very effective. 





Pelican Rapids—New shelving and fur- 
niture have been purchased. A _ bowl of 
flowers adds a bit of color even on the 
bleakest days. The shelf list has been 
completed. 


St. Paul—Central. The opening of the 
old cafeteria as a study hall adjoining the 
library has relieved the crowded condi- 
tions in this large active library. 

Sedan—The library is being organized. 
The state supervisor recently visited the 
school to assist the librarian. 


Sleepy Eye— New window curtains 
made of transparent material which does 
not shut out the light, add greatly to the 
atmosphere and appearance of the library 
room. Miss Partridge and her Sophomore 
sewing class designed and made these cur- 
tains. 

South St. Paul—Recently the library 
has undergone some changes in its physi- 
cal aspects. The revolving bookcase and 
the old bulletin board have been deported 
to other quarters. The desks and a few 
tables have been changed about to new 
positions to give the library an appearance 
of spaciousness, and to further the cause 
of discipline: the centrally placed desk 
has its advantages! The fever of change 
has extended to some re-shelving. Another 
task evolving from the desire for change 
is that of checking the shelf-list with the 
catalog file to determine and record which 
books have been cataloged. 


Thief River Falls—A magazine rack, 
made by Mr. Pope, is a new addition to 
the library. 

Two Harbors—The problem of space 
was so acute at Two Harbors that some 
books have been placed in storage where 
they are easily accessible. School as well 
as public libraries need an extra book room 
for less used books. The library is being 
rearranged. The State Supervisor visited 
the library in January. The librarian, 
Marie Kennedy, emphasizes the monthly 
report as a means of acquainting the su- 
perintendent with library activities and 
needs. 


Wayzata—A shelf list has been made, 
and books have been rearranged on the 
shelves. A bulletin board has been added 
to the library and posters, items of in- 
terest and lists of new books are posted 
from time to time by Cydell Swenson, the 
librarian. 


Wells—tThe library will now be used 
throughout the day, the music department 
having been moved to the English room. 
Under Miss Jackman and her student as- 
sistants this most important of all the 
agencies contributing to the welfare of the 
school has been vastly improved during 
the present year. 
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Circulation 


Ada—The circulation has increased de- 
cidedly; 2,638 books were issued from 
September to Christmas, 390 more than 
last year during the same period, an aver- 
age of eight books per person. The red 
letter day was November 14th when 84 
pooks were lent. Miss Olson believes that 
this increase results from the wider use 
of reference books to supplement regular 
class work as well as increasing desires 
of reading for personal employment. 


Rochester—Within the first hour after 
vacation 116 books were returned to the 
school library. This indicates that the 
students read considerably during vaca- 
tion. During the first day of school after 
vacation 142 books were issued. 


Royalton—Books circulated during se- 
mester: First grade, 180; 2nd and 3rd, 
250; 4th, 185; 5th and 6th, 158; 7th and 
8th, 385; grade total, 1,158. The high 
school read 160 and the community 43. 
Mrs. Carola B. Lodermeier and Loretta 
Koslosky are the librarians. 


Wayzata—For a number of reasons it 
was impossible to have the grade children 
come to the library. So this year each 
teacher takes a number of books for a pe- 
riod of two weeks. She checks out the 
books from her room, keeps a.record of the 
number of fiction and non-fiction books 
that she lets out each day and makes a 
report to the librarian each month. She 
has also been asked to keep a list of pupils 
doing home reading and report the same. 





Exhibits and Publicity 


Chaska—The superintendent, Mr. J. J. 
Halverson, through the local paper, gave to 
the public the reasons why the Board of 
Education is providing liberally for the 
extension of library facilities. His subject 
was, ‘“‘Does the Library Pay?’’ 


Crookston—The following éxcellent item 
appeared in a local paper:— 

“If you have a new project to work out 
in class or some reference work assigned 
by a teacher, go to the school library. You 
will find the particular books you want on 
the new book rack as you enter the door. 
Also you may find some good books placed 
there especially for you to read.” 


Fairmont—The librarian, Myrtle John- 
son, writes: I am returning the _ book, 
Children’s Reading, but as I have been 
asked to speak to the Junior Ski-Hi, I 
Shall not return the other book and the 
Los Angeles book marks until then. 

In my talk to the Senior Ski-Hi girls, 
I told them about the lists and especially 
recommended the splendid book by Mrs. 
Becker, ‘Adventures in Reading.” I surely 
think it gives a fascinating treatment of 
the subject. I took the book home with 











me the day I received it and read it at 
one sitting, because once I had become in- 
terested in those informal chats on read- 
ing, I could not stop until I had explored 
the whole book. We intend to acquire a 
copy of it for our library. 

After a more or less general introduc- 
tion stressing the value of reading and the 
many types of books, I showed the various 
lists to the girls, and then I gave to each 
one a mimeographed list which included 
the “‘Twenty Books Most Liked by Girls” 
as well as a group of the books in our li- 
brary, both old and new, which I thought 
the majority of the girls knew very little 
about and which most of them would find 
interesting. 

One of the Art students made an attrac- 
tive poster, “Girls, have you read these?’’, 
which I placed on the bulletin board above 
the various lists. On the table below the 
board, I have put on display some of the 
books I mentioned. I have watched how 
the girls have come up to examine these 
and have taken them out for reading. 


Fertile—An informing article on school 
library activities recently appeared in the 
local paper indicating that this library is 
well organized and effective. 


Mankato—State Teachers’ College. An 
exhibit of music appreciation readers, 
stories of the operas and biographies of 
musicians was displayed in the children’s 
library during January. In this manner 
the librarian, Lois Fawcett, has sought to 
cooperate with the music department of 
the training school in encouraging the 
children to read for themselves. 


St. Paul—Mechanic Arts. During Book 
Week a unique exhibit was planned by 
Mrs. Nettie Dugas, librarian. Pupils were 
asked to bring to school rare old books, 
precious family possessions brought from 
Europe. The librarian talked to various 
classes at stated periods during the week. 
The interest was keen. 


St. Paul—Miss Wood spoke before the 
Welfare League January 24 upon the work 
of the supervisor of school libraries. 


Sleepy Eye—At Christmas time the 
school librarian, Juva Sharp, contributed 
to the local paper, this fitting poem and a 
vacation suggestion: 


It is Christmas in the mansion, 
Yule-log fires and silken frocks; 

It is Christmas in the cottage, 
Mothers filling little socks. 


It is Christmas on the highway, 
In the thronging mart; 

But the dearest, truest Christmas, 
Is the Christmas in the heart. 


—Carnegie Library School Ass’n. 


“Vacation is the best time to catch up 
with some of the reading you have wanted 
to do, but haven’t had time for during 
a busy semester of school work.”’ 














PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS 


Barnum—tThe librarian, Beatrice 
Hughes, gave a paper at the January meet- 
ing of the P. T. A. She reviewed the his- 
tory of libraries, explained the system of 
organization used in Barnum, and empha- 
sized the objectives and function of the 
library in the school. 


Mankato—State Teachers’ College. The 
library has, for some time, cooperated with 
the Training School Parent Teachers’ As- 
sociation in the maintenance of a Parents’ 
Book Shelf. Pamphlets, magazines and 
books on various phases of child study are 
available for circulation to parents at each 
meeting and may also be drawn from the 
library at other times. This winter the 
work has been extended to meet the needs 
of a group of mothers studying the pre- 
school child, The interest and apprecia- 
tion of the parents, as shown by the in- 
creasing circulation of the books, has been 
gratifying. 

Motley—The Parent Teacher Association 
gave a play entitled ‘‘Her Honor, the 
Mayor”’ for the benefit of the school li- 
brary. The receipts were $76. 

North St. Paul—The P. T. A. held a 
meeting on January 14th at which Har- 
riet Wood spoke on Books for Children. 


St. Paul—Mildred Kress, reference li- 
brarian, Library Division, spoke on Par- 
ents’ responsibility for their children’s 
reading, at a meeting of the Groveland 
Park P. T. A. February 21. 





RURAL SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Morrison County—County Superintend- 
ent Crawford Sheldon issues certificates 
to pupils of rural schools in connection 
with the library book reviews. Pupils who 
read ten books from the school library 
and submit reviews on them will receive 
these engraved certificates. For each five 
additional books read and reviewed they 
will receive a gold star to be affixed to 
the certificate. The pupils winning the 
premier certificates are Catherine E. Frey 
and Katherine M. Bentler. The teacher 
of the school is Elvira E. Anderson. 


Ottertail County—A circulating library 
for the use of rural teachers is maintained 
at the county superintendent’s office. 
Books are sent out by mail. A library as- 
sociation has been formed, each teacher 
paying 25 cents a year. Two books are 
drawn at a time, and a fine of 5 cents per 
day is charged for overdues. 








In recognition of and to encourage oyt- 
side reading by the children from our 
school libraries, the county superintend- 
ent, Miss Antoinette Henderson, will issue 
library certificates to the boys and girls 
in the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and 
eighth grades who complete the reading 
and review of five books from the school 
library during the year. A plain but neat 
certificate is granted to the pupils com- 
pleting the first series of five books. The 
pupils completing the second series of five 
books will be awarded a certificate with 
the Moccasin flower in colors, the state 
flower of Minnesota. <A gold seal will be 
attached to the Moccasin certificate in ree- 
ognition of the completion of the third 
series of five books. The pupils complet- 
ing the second series of 15 books will re- 
ceive a diploma of honor. The books may 
be balanced in the same ratio as in the 
other series, namely, six books of fiction, 
three books on American history, three 
books on geography and three books on 
biography. 

This reading may be correlated with 
geography and history or any other school 
work that the children may be doing, de- 
pending upon the judgment of the teacher. 
The children’s interests and ability must 
be taken into consideration in directing 
this library work. 

The work for 1927-28 will be as follows: 

1. Two books on fiction. 

2 One book on American history. 

3 One book on geography. 

4. One book on biography. 

This library reading must be done out- 
side of school hours. 

The pupils must report to the teacher 
on the book read and no work will be ac- 
cepted unless it comes up to the highest 
standard fixed by teacher. The _ teacher 
may check up on the library work in one 
of two ways: First, an oral language les- 
son may be based upon the reading of any 
one of the books. Second, a written syn- 
opsis. 

The following outline is submitted as 
a guide for written book reviews by the 
pupils: 

Outline for Book Review 
Title 

Author 

Place 

Names of chief characters 
. Give brief outline of story 

Regular report forms upon which to re- 
port the names of the pupils entitled to li- 
brary certificates, together with names of 
the books read by each pupil, have been 
mailed to every teacher. 
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